Preface and Acknowledgements

Antisemitism, the “longest hatred,”* still flourishes in our societies. It is not re-
stricted to extreme right-wing movements and social groups, but it also flourish-
es in the political center and on the left. Political, religious, and lay groups alike
continue a tradition of discrimination against Jews, insults, and antisemitic hate
crimes every day. Given this unacceptable reality, in February 2018, approximate-
ly one thousand scholars, activists, decision makers, and influencers met in
Vienna at the conference “An End to Antisemitism!” The conference was jointly
organized by the European Jewish Congress, New York University, Tel Aviv Uni-
versity, and the University of Vienna to study antisemitism with an unprecedent-
ed interdisciplinary breadth and historical depth. Over 150 presenters from all
over the world engaged with all forms of antisemitism from a variety of perspec-
tives. The present series, “An End to Antisemitism!,” documents the conference’s
output and research results from various fields. Leading experts in Religious
Studies, History, Political Studies, Social Sciences, Philosophy, Psychology,
Pedagogy, and Cultural Studies shed light onto antisemitic traditions from all
their respective viewpoints. Together, they help to shape a discourse of under-
standing, knowing, and recognizing various forms of antisemitism in order to
confront and combat them.

One of the aims of the conference “An End to Antisemitism!” was, therefore,
to create concrete policy recommendations regarding how to effectively combat
antisemitism. These have been collected and published in a separate Catalogue
of Policies,” a document of practical impact. They also form one of the bases of
the first volume of the present series.® All subsequent volumes are addressed to
an academic audience. They document the research leading to these policy rec-
ommendations.

The present volume is concerned with methods of confronting antisemitism
in Christianity and Islam. As one of the pillars of cultural memory, religions have
been contributing to and shaping images of “the Jew” from ancient and pre-
modern into contemporary times. Fortunately, especially since the modern
age, voices from inside these religions have been raised against these discrimi-
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natory images and age-old stereotypes that have served as justification for an-
tisemitic hate crimes over and over again. In modern Christianity and Islam, im-
portant voices call for the tolerance, acceptance, and diversity of identities and
opinions. The present volume not only responds to these calls but can also help
strengthen the continuous effort to combat and eradicate antisemitism in both
religions.

Unfortunately, as with most collective volumes, the present one does not
document all the lectures in the field of Religious Studies that were delivered
at the conference in February 2018. Not all colleagues were able to contribute
due to a multitude of other obligations. However, the volume also includes
some contributions from an earlier conference focusing on antisemitism in
Islam. The conference “Islam and Antisemitism” was organized jointly by the
University of Vienna and Tel Aviv University and held in Vienna, November
2016. We are grateful for the willingness of the participants in this conference
to share their research results for publication in this volume.

The present volume consists of three parts. The first confronts Ancient and
Medieval Religious Traditions of Antisemitism. The second part sheds light on An-
tisemitism in the Study of Holy Scriptures and Related Writings in the Modern Pe-
riod. The third and final part confronts Antisemitic Traditions in Contemporary
Christianity and Islam. The articles within the three sections follow a chronolog-
ical order with regard to the time period with which they are concerned. A differ-
ent sequence of articles was chosen whenever necessary to serve the overarching
theme of the volume and its audience with regard to readability and accessibility.
A general introduction to the volume tries to establish the notion of antisemitism
as religion per se, as an integral component of self-definition for every religious
and social group.

A project like this volume, and the whole series, surely cannot be completed
without the assistance of other individuals. Therefore, we would like to express
our deepest gratitude to a list of people who have supported us in shaping this
volume and bringing it to life.

First, we would like to give a word of thanks to all our colleagues who have
contributed to the present volume. Their research documents a vast interdiscipli-
narity of fields which makes not only the present volume but the complete series
“An End to Antisemitism!” an unparalleled publication.

We are grateful to De Gruyter Publishers for accepting our five-volume series
of conference proceedings for publication. The support that Albrecht Déhnert,
Sophie Wagenhofer, and Alice Meroz gave us in preparing these mammoth pro-
ceedings for publication has been exemplary. The same gratitude is due to Anna
Cwikla. As with volume one, she has made an enormous effort in proof-reading,
copyediting, and English stylizing. Her work was particularly important in terms
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of correct translations of professional terminology in the study of the three
monotheistic religions.

The other editors are especially grateful to Kerstin Mayerhofer for taking the
lead in editing our proceedings. Her commitment has been unparalleled and
without her, the present volume and none of the other outcomes of the confer-
ence would exist.

Of course, a project like this requires significant funds which are often sur-
prisingly difficult to raise. It is therefore a more than pleasant obligation to ex-
press our gratitude to our main sponsor Moshe Kantor, President of the European
Jewish Congress. Moshe Kantor provided much needed financial support not
only for the conference “An End to Antisemitism!” in 2018 but also for all its
printed outcomes. At the same time, we would also like to take the opportunity
to convey words of thanks to all other sponsors as listed on pages 337-8.

Many more people have been involved in the project. They participated in
the conference in 2018 and have supported us in the preparation of the confer-
ence proceedings. All their names are listed in volume one of “An End to An-
tisemitism!™*
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