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three editors on the validation of a math screening for first-grade students into
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evaluating the children’s learning prerequisites at the start of school and giving
teachers orientation for their teaching activities.

When presenting the test to teachers in the context of further training courses
for the prevention of numeracy difficulties, they often mentioned that not all of
the children in their classes spoke German well enough to understand the test.
However, these children spoke another language in which their learning prerequi-
sites for mathematics could be evaluated. This problem, how to design a screening
for early arithmetic concepts that is fair in regard to language, brought together a
psychologist specialized in the development of arithmetic concepts and mathe-
matical learning difficulties (Annemarie Fritz), a linguist specialized in multilin-
gualism and German as second language (Erkan Giirsoy), and a mathematics
educator who just started learning psychological aspects of mathematical learning
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tance of language for the acquisition of mathematics. Our own diversity as re-
searchers highlighted the importance of integrating the different perspectives
and approaches of the relevant disciplines. With this book we have tried to con-
tribute to this integration by enriching the discussion on the relation of lan-
guage and mathematics learning.
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