Contents

Prologue & Acknowledgements — VII

Abbreviations — XV

1 Introduction —1

1.1 An approach to Houqua — 2

1.2 Aims, current state and sources of research—9
1.3 Organisation of this book — 18

2 Historical milieu — 21

21 Social relationship in China and the West — 21
2.1.1 Christian thought in Western societies — 21

2.1.2 Strangership and acquaintanceship — 22

2.1.3 Personalization in imperial Chinese society — 26
2.1.4 Hierarchy — 33

2.2 A social rise of Chinese merchants? — 39

2.3 The Canton System and the Hong Merchants — 48
3 Houqua in his Chinese circles — 61

3.1 A “Merchant with a Red Cap” — 61

3.1.1 Prestige and inferiority — 62

3.1.2 The dark side of patronage: The civil foreign affairs — 63

3.1.21 The “London” Affair — 65

3.1.2.2 The “Topaze” Affair— 72

3.1.3 The “Napier Affair”: Resisting on the patron’s side — 75
3.1.31 Phase I: July 1834 — 77

3.1.3.2 Phase Il: August — 81

3.1.3.3 Phase Ill: September and October — 83

3.1.3.4 Dealing with Confucian bureaucrats — 85

3.1.3.5 Houqua’s patronage and loyalty — 87

3.1.4 The faith began to faint? — 90

3.2 A Senior Hong Merchant: Balance between partners
and competitors — 99

3.21 Partnership — 99

3.2.2 The “Hong friends” as competitors — 105

3.2.3 Nursing the weaker Hong Merchants — 110

3.3 Patriarchy, patrimonialism and patronage — 119



VI — Contents

4 Houqua with his foreign friends and acquaintances — 129

41 Living as a foreign devil in Canton — 129

4.2 Houqua’s intercultural communication: A reconstruction — 136
4.2.1 Pidgin English — 136

4.2.2 Letters, notes and other written communication — 146

4.2.3 Beyond business: Social entertainments in an intercultural

context — 155
4.2.3.1 Dinner parties — 156
4.2.3.2 Mansions and gardens — 161
4.2.4 Gifts, favors and reciprocal exchange — 170
4.2.4.1 Exchange of gifts and favors — 170
4.2.4.2 Houqua’s portraits as gifts — 176

4.2.5 Modes of intercultural business partnership — 189
4.3 Reducing risks, fostering trust — 195

4.3.1 Insurance — 195

4.3.2 Family bonds — 198

4.3.3 Joint business, shared secrets — 201

4.3.4 Houqua and John Perkins Cushing — 207

4.3.5 The Coolidge affair: A test of Houqua’s trust — 217

4.3.5.1 Joseph Coolidge and John M. Forbes — 219
4.3.5.2 The Forbes brothers — 224
4.3.5.3 Houqua — 230

5 Résumé — 237

5.1 Trust in imperial China and the West — 237

5.1.1 Familiarity, confidence and trust in Western perception — 237
5.1.2 Where was “trust” in imperial China? — 245

5.1.3 “Familiarity” and “confidence” in Chinese perception — 248
5.1.4 “Trust” under the shadow of sanctions — 256

5.2 Houqua and his “friends”: Friendship in imperial China — 261
5.3 Houqua’s legacy and descendants — 270

6 Epilogue: How open was China? — 277

Bibliography — 283

Index — 299



