
Contents

Acknowledgments XI

Introduction 1
The Dream of Reason produces Monsters 1
Bureaucracy and Schwärmerei 1
Fanatical Bureaucrats – Peculiar Fanatics 3
Literature and the Political 7

 Bureaucratic Fanaticism 9
Exceptions (Agamben, Schmitt, Kierkegaard) 9
Bureaucracy as a Vocation (Kant, Weber) 12
Abstraction (Hegel, Marx) 19
The Confusion of the Present Age (Kierkegaard I) 26
1848 – More Confusion (Kierkegaard II) 29
Another Kind of Despair (Kierkegaard III) 32

 A New Kind of Schwärmer: Kleist’s Michael Kohlhaas 35
Wolves and Mad Dogs 35
Schwärmerei 41
Bear Nature and Bureaucracy 47
Humanity? 50
Nags – and other negligible things 56
Bureaucrat against Bureaucracy 61
Doubt, Forgiveness, and the Givenness of das Vergebliche 63
The Gypsy Soothsayer 67

 Architecture of the Office: Melville’s Bartleby 75
Of Offices 75
In the Office 79
Insecurities 83
Easiness 86
What is to be done? 90
“Ah Bartleby! Ah humanity!” 95
Vagrancy 98



 Abstraction of the Earth: Conrad’s Heart of Darkness 102
Disfigurements 102
Ivory, Ideas, Rivets 108
The Outraged Law 115
Voice, Voices 124

 Poverty of Agency: Conrad’s The Secret Agent 130
Temperature 130
A Period of Reaction 133
Dulling Agents 136
Outcast London 140
Institutional Agencies and Dependencies 142
“Poor Stevie” 147
Actions and Accidents 150
Winnie, “the free woman” 152
Blank Wall 154

 State of Embarrassment: Kafka’s In the Penal Colony 157
The Postcolonial Moment 157
Pain after Punishment 159
Beyond Doubt – The Officer 164
Beyond Doubt – The Research Traveler 171
Postcolony 174
The Harbor 182

 Society of Security: Kafka’s The Metamorphosis 185
Security and its Discontents 185
Authenticity 190
Who cares? / Wen juckts? 193
Indiscreet Disclosures 198
Carefree Comportments 201
Bites of Conscience: Guilt, Debt, Hunger 205
Family Ties 207
Dying from Taste 210

VIII Contents



Epilogue: Guerrilla / Gardener Coetzee’s Life & Times of Michael K 218
Of Monstrous Pictures of Michaels 219
Translating Michael Kohlhaas 223
The Savor of the Earth 228
Sparrows 234
Justice 240

Bibliography 245

Index 262

Contents IX




