Contents

Introduction — 1
Periodizing the Postwar—3
Industrial Workers and State Socialism — 14
The Question of Archives — 20
Outline of Chapters — 23

Chapter | — 27

1 Reassembling Labor Relations on the Homefront (1941-
1945) — 27

1.1 Visible Consensus — 27

1.2 Varieties of Paternalism — 31

1.3 Wages of War — 40

1.4 Policing Factory Life — 49

1.5 Vernaculars of Everyday Struggle — 59

1.6 Purging Rules — 67

1.7 Terror Rules — 72

Chapter Il — 79

2 Strategies of Containment (1945-1947) — 79

2.1 The Filling Function — 79

2.2 Prelude to a Wildcat Strike — 82

2.3 The Question of the Porte-Parole — 91

2.4 Contract and Backwardness — 103

2.5 Evanescent Crowds — 113

2.6 The Violence of Industrial Peace-Making — 120

Chapter Il — 125

3 The Monetarized Everyday (1947 -1949) — 125

3.1 Reading the Payslip — 125

3.2 Mastering Scarcity — 127

3.3 Mastering Working-Class Traditions — 139

3.4 Questions of the State — 147

3.5 Wages of Peace — 159

Chapter IV—171
4 People’s Capital (1948 -1956) — 171
4.1 The Plot of Property — 171



Xi

4.2
4.3
4.4

— Contents

The Making of an Event — 173
The Crisis of Managerial Authority — 185
The Logic of Investment — 196

Chapter V— 213

5

5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4

The Politics of Productivity (1950 -1958) — 213
Paper Lives — 213

Inner Reserves — 220

Wages of Growth — 232

The Ends of Austerity — 243

Epilogue — 257

Bibliography — 265

Memoirs & Other Works of Fiction — 265
Secondary Literature — 265

Index — 279



