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For Ellen: my partner, my mate, my friend, and – quite literally for parts of
this journey – my right hand.

For my beloved sons Mike and Dave: your intelligence, courage, wit, and
resilience have always inspired me.

For my late parents Kay and Jim and my dear sister Susie: without your un-
dying support, love, and inspiration my work would not exist.

And for my grandsons Ellis and Marlon: your eventual fields of endeavor
have likely not even been invented yet. Tomorrow belongs to you!



You distant, dim unknown – or young or old – countless, unspecified, readers
belov’d,
We never met, and ne’er shall meet – and yet our souls embrace, long, close
and long

Walt Whitman, Thanks in Old Age (Leaves of Grass)


