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To my known (Andreas, Stefan, and Eleni) and
still unknown descendants to whom the future belongs and
to all people who love nature, life, and science.



Nothing in nature makes sense except in the light of evolution

Adapted from Theodosius Grygorovych Dobzhansky (1900-1975;
born in Ukraine, emigrated to the United States in 1927).
In: The American Biology Teacher 35 (1973) 125-129

Nicht die Wahrheit, in deren Besitz irgend ein Mensch ist, oder zu seyn vermeynet,
sondern die aufrichtige Miihe, die er angewandt hat, hinter die Wahrheit zu
kommen, macht den Wert des Menschen. Denn nicht durch den Besitz, sondern
durch die Nachforschung der Wahrheit erweitern sich seine Kréfte, worin allein seine
immer wachsende Vollkommenbheit besteht. Der Besitz macht ruhig, trage, stolz —

It is not the truth which a man possesses, or thinks he possesses, but the sincere
endeavour which he has used to come to truth, makes the worth of a man.

For not through the possession of truth, but through the search for it, are those
powers expanded in which alone his ever-growing perfection consists.
Possession makes restful, indolent, proud -

Gotthold Ephraim Lessing (Eine Duplik, 1778)
[Lessing 1883, English version from Rolleston 1889, pp. 200/201]



