Contents

1 Introduction: Early Christian Reception of Paul and the Interpretation of
1Cor1-4—1

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.4.1
1.4.2
1.4.3
1.5

Teacher of the Nations? — 1

Argument—5

Methodology: Exegesis and Reception — 6
Justification for the Study: Previous Scholarship — 8
Paul as Greco-Roman Teacher — 10

Paul as a Jewish Teacher— 16

The Education of the Corinthians — 19

Chapter Summaries — 24

2 Greek, Roman, and Jewish Educational Institutions: An Overview — 27

2.1
2.1.1
2.1.2
2.1.3
2.1.3.1
2.1.3.2
2.1.3.3

2.2
2.2.1
2.2.2
2.2.2.1
2.2.2.2
2.3

Greco-Roman Education — 27

Unity and Diversity in Greco-Roman Education — 27
Progress in Greco-Roman Education — 30

Ancient Literary Sources for Greco-Roman Education — 32
Quintilian — 33

Ps.-Plutarch — 36

Elementary Education according to Hellenistic and Roman
Philosophy — 39

Second Temple Jewish Education — 41

Interpreting the Evidence — 41

Ancient Literary Sources for Jewish Education — 44
Philo— 44

Wisdom Literature — 49

Conclusion — 57

3 Ancient Education in 1 Cor 3:1-4:21— 58

3.1

3.2

3.2.1
3.2.2
3.2.3
3.2.4
3.2.5
3.2.6
3.2.7

The Evidence: Educational Language and Imagery — 58
Educational Motifs in 1 Cor 3:1-4:21 — 61

Milk and Solid Food (3:1-4) — 61

Sowers, Waterers, Fields, and Seed (3:5-9) — 65
Building God’s Temple (3:9b-17) — 68

Stewards of God’s Mysteries (4:1-2) — 71

Not beyond what is Written (4:6) — 79

Pedagogues (4:14-15) — 84

Parent Teachers (4:14-15, cont’d) — 86



Xl —— Contents

3.2.8
3.2.9
3.2.10
3.2.11
3.3

Mimesis (4:16) — 89

Teaching in All the Churches (4:17) — 93

Memory (4:17, cont’d) — 94

The Rod (4:21) — 96

Conclusion: The Significance of the Educational Motifs — 99

4 Ancient Education in 1 Cor 1:10-2:16 — 102

4.1
4.1.1
4.1.2

4.1.3
4.1.4
4.1.5
4.1.6
4.1.7
4.2

Educational Motifs in 1 Cor 1:10-2:16 — 102

Factions as Competing Schools (1:10-13) — 102

The Cross and Wisdom as Elements of a Curriculum (1:18 —25;
2:6-16) — 106

Sage, Scribe, and Sophist (1:20) — 110

The Nature of the Students: Wisdom for the Elect (1:26 —-31) — 112
The Good Teacher Speaks Well (2:1-5) — 116

The Teacher as Mediator of Revealed Wisdom (2:10b-13) — 118
Adapting Instruction for the Student (2:13-16) — 121

Conclusion: The Community as School in 1:18 -2:16 — 124

5 Good Teachers, Bad Students, and the Argument of 1 Cor
1:10-4:21— 126

5.1
5.2
5.2.1
5.2.2
5.2.3
5.2.4
5.2.5
5.2.6
5.2.7
5.2.8
5.2.9
5.2.10
5.2.11
5.2.12
5.3

Censure and Apology: The Argumentative Aims of 1 Cor 1-4 — 126
Exegesis of 1 Corinthians 1:10 - 4:21 — 128

The Community unlike the Schools (1:10-17) — 128

The Precept of the Cross (1:18 —25) — 131

Called to Receive Wisdom (1:26 —-31) — 137

A Style Suited to the Cross (2:1-5) — 140

Higher Wisdom and its Pneumatic Teachers (2:6 -16) — 144
Teaching Recalcitrant Students (3:1-4) — 159

The Teachers and their Client (3:5-9) — 161

Evaluating the Hired Teachers (3:10-17) — 164

All Things are Yours, and You are God’s (3:18 -23) — 167
Judging the Stewards (4:1-5) — 170

Imitate the Teachers who Embody their Teaching (4:6 -13) — 173
Imitate the Coming Teacher (4:14-21) — 177

Conclusion — 181

6 Conclusion: Contributions and Directions for Future Research — 183

Bibliography — 189



Contents =—— XIII

Index of Subjects — 212
Index of Authors — 214

Index of References — 217






