About IFLA

IFLA (The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions) is the
leading international body representing the interests of library and information
services and their users. It is the global voice of the library and information
profession. IFLA provides information specialists throughout the world with a
forum for exchanging ideas and promoting international cooperation, research,
and development in all fields of library activity and information service. IFLA is
one of the means through which libraries, information centres, and information
professionals worldwide can formulate their goals, exert their influence as a group,
protect their interests, and find solutions to global problems.

IFLA’s mission to inspire, engage, enable and connect the global library field can only
be fulfilled with the cooperation and active involvement of its members and affiliates.
Currently, over 1750 associations, institutions and individuals, from widely divergent
cultural backgrounds are working together to further this mission. Through its
formal membership, IFLA directly or indirectly represents some 500,000 library and
information professionals worldwide.

IFLA pursues its vision of a strong and united library field powering literate,
informed and participatory societies through a variety of channels, including the
publication of a major journal, as well as guidelines, reports and monographs on a
wide range of topics. IFLA organizes webinars and workshops around the world to
enhance professional practice and increase awareness of the growing importance
of libraries in the digital age. All this is done in collaboration with a number of other
non-governmental organizations, funding bodies and international agencies such
as UNESCO and WIPO. The Federation’s website is the key source of information
about IFLA, its policies and activities in over 150 countries: www.ifla.org.

Library and information professionals gather annually at the IFLA World Library
and Information Congress, held in August each year in cities around the world.
IFLA was founded in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1927 at an international conference
of national library directors. IFLA was registered in the Netherlands in 1971.
The National Library of the Netherlands (Koninklijke Bibliotheek) in The Hague,
generously provides the facilities for its headquarters. Regional offices are located
in Argentina, South Africa and Singapore.
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