
Preface

This is the first volume in the book series “Key Concepts in Interreligious Dis-
courses” (KCID), which publishes the results of the conferences organized by
the Research Unit of the same name established at the Friedrich-Alexander-Uni-
versity Erlangen-Nuremberg. The conference on the concept of revelation in Juda-
ism, Christianity and Islam was held in Erlangen on July 21–22, 2016.

The Research Unit KCID offers an innovative approach for studying the
development of the three interconnected religions: Judaism, Christianity and
Islam. With this aim in mind, KCID analyzes the history of ideas in each of
these three religions, always considering the tradition of interreligious exchange
and appropriation of these very ideas. In doing so, KCID investigates the founda-
tions of religious thought, thereby establishing an “archaeology of religious
knowledge” in order to make manifest certain commonalities and differences be-
tween the three religions via dialogic study of their conceptual history. Thus,
KCID intends to contribute to an intensive academic engagement with interreli-
gious discourses in order to uncover mutually intelligible theoretical founda-
tions and increase understanding between these different religious communities
in the here and now. Moreover, KCID aims to highlight how each religion’s self-
understanding can contribute to mutual understanding and peace between the
three religious communities in the world.

In order to explore key concepts in Judaism, Christianity and Islam, KCID or-
ganizes conferences individually dedicated to specific concepts. A renowned set
of researchers from various disciplines explore these concepts from the view-
points of each of the three religions. The results of each conference are published
in a volume appearing in the abovementioned book series. Particularly salient
selections from each volume are made available online in Arabic, English and
German.

In this fashion, the Research Unit KCID fulfills its aspirations not only by re-
flecting on central religious ideas amongst a small group of academic specialists,
but also by disseminating such ideas in a way that will appeal to the broader
public. Academic research that puts itself at the service of society is vital in
order to counteract powerful contemporary trends toward a form of segregation
rooted in ignorance. Mutual respect and acceptance amongst religions is thereby
strengthened. Such a result is guaranteed due to the methodology deployed by
the research unit, namely the dialogic investigation of the history of concepts,
as documented in the present volume on the concept of revelation.
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