
6   Introduction: Communication and Materiality

giving a khilʿa, rulers inscribe themselves onto their allies and/or subjects—the social 
fabric is therefore corroborated by the textile.

Most of the papers collected in this short volume are based on lectures held at 
the workshop “Communication and Materiality/Kommunikation und Materialität”, 
conducted on October 26, 2012 at Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg in collabora-
tion with the Graduate School (Integriertes Graduiertenkolleg) of the CRC 933 “Mate-
rial Text Cultures” under the auspices of Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG). 
We would like to thank all of the participants for their discussions and the Graduate 
School (namely Danijel Cubelic) for administrative support. 

We are also deeply grateful to Dr. Maaike van Berkel (Amsterdam) who was the 
keynote speaker (“The Written and the Unwritten. Political Communication at the 
Abbasid Court”) of the seminar and thoroughly discussed the issue of communica-
tion and literacy with us—during as well as in the aftermath of her visit to Heidelberg.

Furthermore, we are especially grateful to several persons who helped “material-
ise” this volume: to Jessica Dreschert and Christian Vater for their kind support and 
advice; to Anna Larsson, Douglas Fear and Konstanze Kreutzer for proofreading the 
manuscript; to Julia Weber for carefully typesetting the text; and to Johanna Wange 
and Katharina Legutke from De Gruyter for supporting the entire publishing process.

Last but not least we would like to thank Professor Jan Christian Gertz (Heidel-
berg) for reading and giving insightful comments on a first draft of the volume.
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