Preface

The current volume is the product of an international meeting entitled “Spatial analysis in
past built environments” which took place in the framework of the Excellence Cluster “To-
poi: The formation and transformation of space and knowledge in ancient civilizations”.
Topoi is an interdisciplinary research network which is concerned with the study of the
ancient world. It was launched in 2008 and is mainly represented by two universities and
four research institutions based in Berlin: the Free University, the Humboldt University,
the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities (BBAW), the Deutsches
Archiologisches Institut (DAI), the Max Planck Institute (MPI) for the History of Science,
and the Stiftung Preuflischer Kulturbesitz (SPK). The cluster is part of the Excellence Initi-
ative of the German federal and state government and involves the participation of more
than 200 researchers from diverse disciplines, such as archaeology, geography, history, cul-
tural studies, linguistics, philology, philosophy, theology, and history of science. To date, the
network consists of about 50 research groups that investigate the interdependence of space
and knowledge in the civilisations of the Mediterranean, the Ancient Near East, Black Sea
and Eurasian steppe regions from the 6th millennium BC to around 500 AD. This research
programme acknowledges and explores the important role of spaces, spatial systems and
various types of space-related knowledge in the development of ancient cultures.

Since 2008 the Topoi Excellence Cluster has funded and organised at least one inter-
national conference or workshop each month, and has published selected contributions
presented at these meetings in the “Topoi. Berlin Studies of the Ancient World” series. This
series has proven extremely useful for compiling an up-to-date overview of the scientific
results of the cluster, and reflects the breadth and multidisciplinary focus of research in
Topoi. The present volume is also part of this publication scheme and is expected to con-
tribute conceptually and methodologically to key research areas in the Topoi Excellence
Cluster.

The editors would like to express their sincere gratitude to all the participants of the
“Spatial analysis in past built environments” workshop and the contributors of this volume:
Konstantinos Athanasiou, Gareth Beale, John Bintliff, Graeme Earl, Kevin Fisher, Piraye
Hacigiizeller, Bill Hillier, Quentin Letesson, Giles Morrow, Nils Miiller-Scheefel, Eleftheria
Paliou, Konstantinos Papadopoulos, Laura Pecchioli, Sabine Reinhold, Benjamin Stang],
Hanna Stoger, Ulrich Thaler, Peter Trebsche, Akkelies Van Ness, Giorgio Verdiani, and
David Wheatley. We are also very grateful to the anonymous reviewers of the volume for
their critical and thoughtful comments on individual chapters and the book as a whole.
Furthermore, special thanks go to Geoff Sammon, Carsten Schmieder, Vasko Demou and
Rocco Steputat for their assistance in editing and proof-reading the final manuscript, and to
all the students who helped during the days of the workshop. Hauke Ziemssen and Nadine
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Riedl as members of the central administration of the Topoi Excellence Cluster have
assisted the organisation of the workshop and the publication of the volume in many ways,
and for this reason we are much indebted to them. Last but not least, we would like to thank
Birgit Nennstiel for designing the cover of this volume.

This publication would not have been possible without the generous financial support
of the Topoi Excellence Cluster, which fully funded the “Spatial analysis in past built
environments” workshop and covered all the publishing costs of this volume.
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