
Contents

Foreword VII

Acknowledgments IX

Abstract XI

Introduction 1
1 Why write this book? 1
2 Descriptive issues 3
3 Theoretical foundations 6
4 The semantics-pragmatics interface 10
5 Outline of the book 12

Part I: Theoretical foundations

1 Types of meaning and the semantics-pragmatics interface 17
1 Introduction 17
2 Tests for disentangling types of meaning 19
2.1 The explicitness test 20
2.2 Negation 26
3 A truth-conditional analysis of types of meaning 32
3.1 Entailments 32
3.2 Presupposition 33
3.3 Explicatures 35
3.4 Implicatures 35
4 The semantics-pragmatics border 38
5 The semantics-pragmatics interface 43
6 Conclusion 45

2 Conceptual and procedural meaning: lexical and non-lexical
pragmatics 47

1 Introduction 47
2 Conceptual and procedural meaning, lexical and functional

categories 49
3 Conceptual and procedural meaning, truth-conditional and

non-truth-conditional meaning 54
4 Properties of procedural meaning 57



5 A mixed model of conceptual and procedural meanings 63
6 A test for conceptual-procedural meaning 66
7 Conclusion: Conceptual and procedural meaning vs. types of

meanings 73

Part II: Time and tenses

3 Temporal reference and temporal order 79
1 Introduction 79
2 What is temporal reference? 80
2.1 Montagovian and neo-Davidsonian approaches 80
2.2 Aspectual classes 83
2.3 Temporal coordinates (Reichenbach) 85
3 What is temporal order? 90
3.1 Tenses and temporal order 91
3.2 Aspectual classes and temporal order 94
4 Pragmatic approaches to temporal order 98
5 Temporal order and narration 101
6 Conclusion 109

4 Directional inferences: A conceptual/procedural approach to
tenses 111

1 Introduction 111
2 The model of directional inference (MDI) 112
2.1 Background assumptions 112
2.2 Three main assumptions 115
2.3 Directional features 119
2.4 Three shortcuts 122
3 A conceptual and procedural approach to tenses 127
4 The Historical Present issue 132
5 Narration, directional inferences and FID 134
6 Conclusion 138

Part III: Causality

5 Causality, temporal order and argumentation 141
1 Introduction 141
2 A model for causality 143
3 Causal relation as a non-iconic relation 148

XIV Contents



4 Causality, explanation, inference and justification 152
5 Causality and argumentation 156
6 Conclusion 162

6 Causal connectives, conceptual and procedural meanings 164
1 Introduction 164
2 Causal relations between states and events 165
3 Causal, inferential and temporal connectives usages in

states/events relations 167
4 Why causal connectives are backward 173
5 Conceptual and procedural meanings in connectives 177
5.1 parce que 177
5.2 donc 183
5.3 et 186
6 Conclusion: the big picture 189

Part IV: Logical words

7 Logical connectives and pragmatic meaning 195
1 Introduction 195
2 A formalist account of logical connectives 196
3 Gricean, neo- and post-Gricean accounts for logical

connectives 202
4 Logical vs. discourse connectives 209
5 Do logical connectives have conceptual and/or procedural

meaning? 215
6 Conclusion 218

8 Descriptive and metalinguistic negation 220
1 Introduction 220
2 The function of negation in discourse 220
3 A representational analysis of metalinguistic negation 227
4 A set of criteria to disentangle descriptive and metalinguistic

negation 230
5 Connectives as disentangling usages of negation and

more 237
6 Is negation truth-conditional by default? 242
7 Conclusion: is negation conceptual or procedural? 248

Contents XV



Conclusion: How much is meaning conventional? 251
1 Introduction 251
2 Convention in meaning 251
3 Convention, conceptual and procedural meaning 255
4 A conclusion of a conclusion 259

Bibliography 261

Name Index 273

Subject Index 275

XVI Contents


