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How are we to think about an ethical objective
for education in post-industrial societies? Where
once ‘production’ occupied a central place in our
analyses, this has been disposed of by data-pro-
cessing; we need to switch to a paradigm based on
communication. There is an unsettling complicity
between modernity and nihilism, whereby cit-
izen-subjects have turned into mere customers
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of modern science. The lack of proper philosoph-
ical registers to address the era of data effectively
serves to short-circuit discourses of science; preci-
sion in measuring processes accelerates all events
in the ‘real time’ of the present.

This project offers a big picture to redress this
impasse; [ propose a metaphysics and architec-
tonics for the Digital as a Continent, capable of
countering the acceleration vector of scientific
progress with one of a deceleration no less scien-
tific, sophisticated, and progressive but tempering
across a great number of different scales rather
than alongaline.

Nuclear physics has widely troubled philosoph-
ical discourses throughout the 20" century. But
there is another stratum with respect to energy,
equally abstract: photosynthesis. It is a synthetic
inverse to the violent destructuration of fission
(molecular chemistry, photovoltaics). It, too, has
been mastered but with markedly less fanfare,
astonishment, and awe. It is photosynthesis that
the project proposes to make central for a concep-
tion of architectonics in the ‘Meteora. Anthropic
nature is recast on the realization that we, like all
things existent, organize, metabolize, and bank
‘meteora alloys,” cosmic and natural composites
of energy, formality, and active intellection. How
can we think of science with the recognition that
knowledge can be interiorized just as plants eat
light? The capacity for literacy should be recog-
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nized in all things, asall things—from sunsin the
galaxies to plants in the meadows, pebbles in the
river to ants and flies and crocodiles, and humans,
of course—that communicate in material and em-
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