
Acknowledgements

This book is the result of the collaborative 
research project Territories of Extended 
Urbanisation. Initiated by the editors  
in 2017, the project aimed to bring togeth-
er and sketch out vastly diverse territories 
characterised by different aspects of  
extended urbanisation in an open-ended, 
collaborative way. It was therefore also 
largely determined by the researchers 
themselves through workshops, confer-
ences, and co-lateral discussions. These 
exchanges not only developed into stim-
ulating and supportive collaborations 
and lasting friendships, they were also 
hugely enjoyable. The dedicated research 
and editorial team therefore gratefully 
acknowledges all those who supported 
and encouraged our project during our 
long and adventurous journey through the 
territories of extended urbanisation. We 
are particularly indebted to Nancy Couling 
for her crucial editorial, communication, 
and coordination work and for assembling 
this book.

We thank radical geographer and 
cartographer Philippe Rekacewicz for his 
engagement and collaboration in produc-
ing the unique maps that are a key element 
of this book. By applying his own expert 
knowledge, carrying out extra research, 
and embracing our conceptual proposals, 
Philippe has bought these previously 
unseen aspects of extended urbanisation 
to cartographic life. We are also grateful 
for his refinement of our cartographic 
approach and language through collabora-
tion on the three exhibitions the Shenzhen 
Bi-City Biennale of Urbanism / Architecture 
in autumn 2015, Cartographies of Planetary 
Urbanisation in Bologna 2019, and the 
Venice Architecture Biennale 2021.

We thank Jennifer Robinson for  
her careful reading and editing of the intro-
ductory essay and her invaluable comments  
on Christian Schmid’s text “Extended 
Urbanisation: A Framework for Analy-
sis.” Many thanks to Neil Brenner for his 
collaboration and insightful discussions 
on planetary urbanisation and extended 
urbanisation over many years, and in par-
ticular for the productive collaboration  
on the Venice Biennale 2021, together  
with the Urban Theory Lab team.

Goda Budvytytė has carefully  
crafted the book concept and the book 
design with the researchers since 2018  
in a highly professional manner with enor-
mous patience and creativity. We thank  
her for giving an enticing and coherent 
shape, structure, and aesthetic to this 
diverse material.

Without the expertise and support 
of Angelika Gaal and Baharak Tajbakhsh 
at Birkhäuser throughout the complex 
editing, printing, and publishing process, 

this project would not have come to 
fruition. Thank you for this exceptional 
collaboration.  

We are also indebted to Evelyne 
Gordon for her administrative and  
organisational support; to copy editor  
Jake Starmer; to Ada St. Laurent for 
proofreading; and to E. Ece Emanetoğlu, 
Aikaterini Katsuoli, and Jan Zimmermann 
for supporting us in the final map adjust-
ments. We also thank guest researchers 
Nazli Tümerdem and Giulia Torino who 
contributed to our workshops and discus-
sions. We thank Pius Krütli and the USYS 
Transdisciplinary Lab ETH and Freek 
Persyn and the Newrope Design in  
Dialogue Chair ETH for hosting several  
of our Zurich meetings. 

This project was carried out  
at the Future Cities Laboratory (FCL),  
Singapore-ETH Centre, as well as the 
Chair of Architecture and Territorial  
Planning and the Chair of Sociology  
at the Department of Architecture,  
ETH Zürich. This study was supported  
by the National Research Foundation  
Singapore as part of its Campus for 
Research Excellence and Technological 
Enterprise (CREATE) programme,  
as well as by the Department of Architec-
ture at ETH Zürich.

We thank all our colleagues from 
FCL and from the Chairs of Architecture 
and Territorial Planning and of Sociology 
for their support, advice, and inspiration. 
Particular thanks to previous scientific 
director of the FCL, Stephen Cairns, and 
his team, who encouraged a stimulating  
dialogue with us, sharing ideas and  
research results. We also thank our col-
laborators in the ongoing FCL research 
project New Agendas Under Planetary 
Urbanisation, which builds on some  
of the findings discussed in this book;  
particularly Sacha Menz and Stephen 
Cairns for their crucial institutional  
support, our ETH colleagues and Co-PIs 
Adrienne Grêt-Regamey, Naomi Hanakata, 
Christoph Küffer, and Johan Six, and 
researchers Hans Hortig, Hiromi Inagaki, 
Karoline Kostka, Matteo Riva, and  
Kevin Vega.

NITIN BATHLA
Is grateful to his interlocutors,  

who allowed him to enter their lifeworlds 
despite the difficult circumstances that  
they are confronted with. He would like  
to especially thank Mazdoor Ekta Manch, 
the residents of Dwarka Expressway,  
the Commuters Welfare Association,  
and IamGurgaon. Additionally, he  
thanks Marie-Hélène Zérah and Shubhra  
Gururani, who have been important 
conversation partners. His gratitude also 

goes out to the Territories of Extended 
Urbanisation collective for their friendship 
and collegial intellectual exchange all these 
years. Lastly, thanks to Christian Schmid 
and Milica Topalović́ for providing such 
great input to the chapter and giving  
it good direction and form, and to Nancy 
Couling for the excellent guidance through 
the sometimes difficult coordination  
of the book.

ELISA T. BERTUZZO 
Is grateful to all her interview  

partners and co-passengers for invaluable 
stories and sharing; and to the rains, 
blocked roads, sand banks, and train delays 
that had a part in occasioning them. She 
thanks Keya and Subhendu Dasgupta for 
the enriching and rigorous conversations 
and soothing meals; Labani Jangi for 
launching into the exploration of the Nadia 
district with as much spontaneity as dedi-
cation; and all the researchers and staff  
of the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences 
Calcutta (CSSSC). Anindita Ghoshal and 
Bhim Reddy provided crucial insights into 
the subcontinent’s modern history and the 
agrarian question. Thank you also to  
Nancy Couling for her patient coordination 
throughout a very long publication process, 
and to Tammy Wong for being a most 
motivating and sincere peer. 

RODRIGO CASTRIOTA
Is very grateful to all the partici-

pants in this research—peasants, activists, 
educators, shopkeepers, activists, and 
mining employees—in short, residents  
of the Carajás region who made this work 
possible. He is particularly indebted  
to the network of social movements  
in southeast Pará, particularly the MST 
(Landless Workers Movement), MAM 
(National Movement for Popular  
Sovereignty in Mining), CEPASP (Centre 
for Education, Research and Union and 
People’s Advisory), CPT (Pastoral Land 
Commission), STTRCC (Rural Union  
of Canaã dos Carajás), as well as the  
Federal Universities of Pará (UFPA)  
and South/Southeast Pará (UNIFESSPA). 
Gratitude also goes out to the Territories 
of Extended Urbanisation team for vibrant 
discussions, continued engagement,  
and support, as well as PhD dissertation 
supervisor Prof. Roberto Monte-Mór,  
at the Centre for Development and  
Regional Planning (Cedeplar/UFMG)  
from where this book chapter emerged.

NANCY COULING
Would like to thank interviewees  

Gunleiv Hadland, the Norwegian Petro-
leum Museum; Daniel Ayala Høydal  
and Chriss Thomas Grimstad, CCB (NO); 

All_33.indd   404 06/09/2023   12:26



405

Walter Brown, Gavin Mowat, and  
Alexandros Fotakis, Shell platforms (UK); 
shrimp fisherman Johann Looden (DE) 
and Paul Fetcher, Scottish Fishermen’s 
Organisation (UK), for generously contrib-
uting their insights into offshore working 
life and operations in the North Sea fish-
ing and oil and gas sectors. The research 
for this chapter was funded through the 
EU Horizon 2020 programme, Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie Individual Grant  
No. 753882. She also thanks Prof.  
Carola Hein, research supervisor during 
this fellowship, and her BAS students  
for their innovative design work tackling 
these issues, in particular Zoelie Millereau- 
Dubesset, author of “Bird Station.” 

ALICE HERTZOG
Is grateful to her fellow authors, 

who have been invaluable companions 
throughout this project. Much gratitude 
goes to Christian Schmid, Armelle Choplin, 
and Pius Krütli for their generous supervi-
sion of her doctoral thesis. Thanks also  
go to Milica Topalović́ and Christian 
Schmid for their commitment to this 
project, and to Nancy Couling for keeping 
everybody on the same page. Most impor-
tantly, this work would not have been  
possible without the many relationships 
forged along the Lagos-Abidjan Corridor 
with vendors, hustlers, drivers, and dwell-
ers. Gratitude goes in particular to her 
friends at the Ahozon tollbooth for their 
hospitality and patience, and to Celestin 
Alloeiti for his valuable assistance.  
This research was supported by the  
Global Programme for Migration  
and Development of the Swiss Agency  
for Development and Cooperation.

NIKOS KATSIKIS 
Is grateful to all members of the 

Territories of Extended Urbanisation 
research project for offering a unique 
intellectual environment, as well the ETH 
FCL program for supporting the necessary 
fieldwork. He is also especially grateful  
to Andrew Suiter and Don Vogel for  
facilitating multiple visits across Iowa  
in the most generous way, and for sharing 
their invaluable guidance and knowledge 
on the region. He would like to give special 
thanks to Neil Brenner and all members  
of the University of Chicago’s Urban  
Theory Lab for contributing to the intel- 
lectual development of key concepts  
and theoretical frameworks.

METAXIA MARKAKI 
Is deeply grateful to all her inter-

view participants and co-travellers who 
generously shared their time, resources, 
and knowledge during her field trips  

in Arcadia, including Giannis Lagos,  
the Nikoloutsos and Striggos families,  
Panagiotis, Dimitris, Nena, Vaggelis,  
Maria, Manolis, George, and all those  
who wish to remain anonymous. She owes 
special thanks to Milica Topalović and  
the teaching team and students of the 
Architecture of Territory design studio 
ARCADIA for initiating this research 
together in 2015. 

PHILIPPE REKACEWICZ
Is very grateful to the entire team 

that participated in the Territories of 
Extended Urbanisation project for having 
accepted and integrated him into their 
discussions and reflections on cities, urban 
space, and in particular spaces undergoing 
processes of urbanisation. The project 
enabled him to discover the immensely 
diverse types of urban territories and 
pathways of urbanisation, challenging all 
his preconceived ideas as a geographer and 
cartographer trying to understand the sys-
temic links between the elements of human 
geography. There is indeed a before and 
after the Extended Urbanisation project.

CHRISTIAN SCHMID
Particularly thanks Jennifer  

Robinson for her unflinching support 
during the entire work on this research  
and book project and for being such  
a great companion during the not always 
easy task of bringing this project to  
a successful completion; he is also very 
grateful for her insightful comments on his 
book chapter. He thanks Phil Harrison  
for his valuable comments on the chapter 
and for the invitation to the exciting dis-
cussions on extended urbanisation in South 
Africa. The long-standing collaboration 
with Neil Brenner on planetary urbanisa-
tion was an indispensable basis and invalu-
able source for this project: thank you! 

ABDOUMALIQ SIMONE 
Expresses great appreciation for  

the ideas and friendship of all the members  
of the Territories of Extended Urbanisation 
collective, which embodies a much-needed 
way of researchers working together.

MILICA TOPALOVIĆ 
Extends warmest gratitude to the 

friends and colleagues of the Territories  
of Extended Urbanisation collective.  
Getting to know you and following your 
work from the initial ideas through all 
stages of writing and cartography over  
several years has been a privilege and  
a great source of learning and inspiration. 
Thank you to all collaborators at the Chair 
of Architecture and Territorial Planning, 
Alice Clarke, Nancy Couling, Muriz 

Djurdjevic, Evelyne Gordon, Dorothee 
Hahn, Santiago del Hierro, Hans Hortig, 
Vesna Jovanović, Karoline Kostka, Metaxia 
Markaki, Nazli Tümerdem, Jakob Walter, 
and Jan Westerheide for supporting the 
project, the workshops and the exhibitions 
in various ways. She is particularly grate-
ful for the shared teaching of territorial 
research and design studios on the  
countrysides and hinterlands of Asia and 
Europe for more than ten years. Many  
of the insights, ideas, and sketches created 
in those studios have been vital for the 
extended urbanisation project.

KIT PING WONG 
Expresses deep gratitude to all 

interview partners and anonymous sources 
from institutions, universities, and villages 
that made her fieldwork in Dongguan 
fulfilling and meaningful. Special thanks  
to the young villagers for their invaluable  
assistance, sharing, and friendship through-
out the years. Their support not only 
facilitated her contacts to local sources  
and the exploration of villages, histories, 
and people’s lives, but also practical  
matters like accommodation, travel, and 
safety. She is also grateful to the local 
scholars and planners who generously 
shared their time, knowledge, and insights 
about Dongguan, as well as to the ordinary 
villagers and migrants who told their  
stories amidst enormous changes underway  
in Dongguan. She also extends her  
gratitude to Soloman Benjamin, Carolyn 
Cartier, Kam Wing Chan, Wing Yin Chan, 
Sylvie Fanchette, Geerhardt Kornatowski, 
Angela Stienen, and Wing-shing Tang  
for their encouragement, support, discus-
sion, and feedback on the first research 
output in a special journal mentioned  
in the chapter. She also thanks all contrib-
utors to this book for their inspiration, 
discussion, and support during the  
workshops and conferences. Lastly,  
she thanks Christian Schmid deeply  
for his patience, openness, and rigorous  
supervisory work—it was crucially import-
ant throughout the entire fieldwork,  
mapping, writing, and editing process. 

All_33.indd   405 06/09/2023   12:26


