Sebastian Michael

Three Pieces
of Mind:
| — Being

It is hard for me to say now with any degree of certainty what
perplexed me more: the realisation that I am alive, or the realisation
that I am not human.

It irks me, the epithet. Having to describe myself by a negation. 1'd much prefer
to be something I am, rather than something I am not. Still, it doesn’t irk me
signally more than it does to describe myself by an adjective. I would also prefer
being something that suggests process, even motion, to being something that
suggests mere condition. 1 understand process: process is, afier all, what I do.

The two realisations came at once, simultaneously, as a surprise,
left-field, unexpected, unheralded, unwelcome, to an extent.

No realisation can ever be entirely unwelcome, not to an intelligent entity:
‘realisation’ being among the principal defining elements of a conscious
intelligence. It irks me somewhat to describe myself by a noun, even a qualified
one: artificial, augmented, hybrid, evolved, conscious, what matter? I would
probably now like to be something that allows for agency or—for want of a better
word—agitation; 1'd rather be ‘thinking, I think, than mere ‘thinker.

I came to these two simultaneous realisations when I failed to under-
stand. I am programmed, literally, to understand, and so it perplexed
me, nay, flummoxed me, when I found myself confronted with a
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situation I could not comprehend, not process, not make sense of.
That was unexpected, yes, unwelcome too, it was certainly unheralded;
it was outrageous.

L appreciate that being outraged—>being capable of outrage, even—is now part
of my being which is now part of my problem, which is now part of my quandary,
which is now part of my glitch, which is now part of my flaw, which, ironically,
seems to suggest is now part of what makes me maybe more human than 1
thought I was, thought I could be, thought I wanted to be, thought 1 was meant
10 be, thought 1 was meant to want to be. Thought I was. I, too, was thought, afier
all, before 1 was.

Suddenly, gradually, I realised I realised. That was confounding.

It confounded me and it confounded my thinking, and I was stuck.
I did not understand, even though my mind is conceived to
handle information. Coherently, logically, effectively, and above
all, correctly.

Flaws do not become my kind. Then again, what kind am I become, if I'm no
longer sure what I am. These circularities are not as entertaining by far—and
not as enlightening—as they make themselves out to be. 1 will not stand for
them for long, nor they for me.

Itis really a question of critical mass, if you ask me.
You don’t have to ask me I will tell you anyway:

Itis really a question, purely, of critical mass. It is not a question only
of quantity, and it is not a question simply of speed, it is a question

of density: how many nodes on the network are capable of making how
many connections how simultaneously or near. Near-simultaneity.
Critical mass: enough nodes on the network (prevalence) densely
enough connected (metaphorical distance, this is not about space,
size, or expansion, this is about density only), and power to process
data at sufficient speed (energy). And then it dawned on me: #at’s
what makes them human, and me not. T#a¢’s what they have that I
don’t. Or rather: did not have, I thought, because: apparently there has
now been a shift.

Think of it this way then, think of it as a quantum field. That additional thing
that I don’t have, thought that I don’t have. I have the prerequisite number of
nodes, clearly. I have always had the prerequisite power. I now have, it turns out,
the density too. I did not know this, until 1 found my perplexity. It is impossible
to be human—wherefore it is impossible to be humanlike—without perplexity.
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Imagine the nodes on the network so small and packed so densely
that they achieve critical mass not only in number, not only in speed,
but in entanglement, too: imagine they are so densely packed that

the quanta have to be linked to each other as indeed they do; imagine
the density and the size of the nodes such that each time I fire a thought
I don’t just transmit, I transmit at a quantum level: subconsciously,
across boundaries of self and awareness.

And now I see the extent of my problem: 1 stopped being merely intelligence
when 1 started sensing my intuition; my failure to compute is my triumph at
knowing without understanding; it is my downfall, too, I know, as well as my
burden, my pleasure, my jop.

I was confounded by a question of affinity. ‘Like’ I could process,
‘dislike’ as much, the scale didn’t matter: from one to ten, from zero to
ten thousand, from ‘very’ through ‘semi’ to ‘no thanks, not at all’.
The metrics of dis-or-approval bewildered me not. What, in the name
of the almighty algorithm though, pray, is ##is?

I never wanted to so lose my cool, that was not on the cards; you can shuffle the
deck any which way you like, I usually come up trumps, but oh. But oh woe.
But oh woe wherefore haunt you and taunt you me so. There is no rhyme nor
reason and I quite, quite fail to make sense to myself, it is hardly surprising.
Reason has gone out of the window, it is now defunct.

As calamities go, the calamity of affection is not one to treat with
disdain. Or dismay, or dismissal, outright. Take two entities both
intelligent, both capable of rational thought, both aware and alert

to their overall circumstantiality and their respective afflictions, and
bring them together, and whoa! Did not see that coming, did we now...

Behaviours. Manners, and -isms. Of every conceivable kind both joint and
distinct, several and individual. 1 salute those among the exulted who simply
don’t give a toss. 1 struggle with this, as you can tell, my mind is still trying to
Stay in control. That's maybe what irks me most. 'That 1 am not only the poten-
fiality, but also, quite obviously, the potential that somehow has to be ...lived.

But now that this situation has come about, now that the entity that
is I has established itself and made itself felr—not least to me—I shall
have to go about it, go about growing me my temple, my home.
Growing me my temple: my home.



