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Presentation of the Mega-Chad Network 

Mega-Chad is an international network of multidisciplinary research on 
the history and development of societies in the Lake Chad Basin. The 
hydrological basin of Lake Chad extends over five countries (Cameroon, 
Central African Republic, Niger, Nigeria, Chad), bordering Sudan, Libya 
and Algeria. This vast area is culturally heterogeneous but is linked 
together by common ways of life and by economic, cultural and linguistic 
exchanges.

After its founding meeting in Paris in 1984, Mega-Chad gradually 
grew and now, thirty-nine years later in 2023, includes around five hun-
dred members in some twenty countries (Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Chad, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain, Japan, Niger, Nigeria, the 
Netherlands, Russia, Switzerland, United States, etc.). 

The aim of the network is to promote and support multidisciplinary 
research on the present and past societies as well as on environmental 
issues in the Lake Chad Basin and to disseminate the results. To this end, 
it has a mailing and discussion forum, hosts relevant scientific informa-
tion on its website (https://www.cepam.cnrs.fr/megatchad/mega-tchad.
html) and organizes international colloquia which are published; the net-
work also produces book reviews, and compiles and publishes a yearly 
bibliography. 

https://www.cepam.cnrs.fr/megatchad/mega-tchad.html
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To date, eighteen colloquia have been held in various countries in 
Europe (France, Germany, the Netherlands, Italy) and Africa (Cameroon, 
Nigeria, Chad). For each conference, a small team of network members is 
in charge of organization and publication, the latter after a rigorous selec-
tion of the papers presented. By early 2023, these publications totalled 
7,752 pages. Crucial in these conferences is the North–South dialogue, in 
which the participation of African researchers, among others, is stimu-
lated and facilitated.
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