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began this project after many years of studying women Zionists in the

United States, something that whet my curiosity about the activities
of Zionist women in other countries worldwide. Aware of the lacuna in
Zionist historiography in this field as the study of this topic was only in
its inception, I initially aspired to write a scholarly volume about women
Zionists worldwide. Alas, a historian’s desires are not always mirrored
by reality, and it soon became clear that such a book cannot be written
by a single author. The next stage was to create a team of experienced
scholars who understood the various languages and were familiar with
the diverse cultures of the many Jewish communities involved. What
is set before you is the outcome of many years of hard work of putting
a volume that paints a panoramic picture of women’s Zionist activism
from the inception of Zionism in the late nineteenth century, up to the
founding of the State of Israel where this volume ends.

The preparation of a book is always the work of many people, cer-
tainly a collection of articles by nine authors. It is my duty and pleasure
to thank all those who helped in the long and complex path that led to
the final outcome. I hope that I have included everyone who has assisted
me during the process of preparing this collection and beg forgiveness of
anyone whom I have inadvertently omitted.

It is a great pleasure for me to thank my cousin and dear friend Priv.
Doz. Mag. PhD Eleonore Lappin-Epple for her substantial help in suggest-
ing ideas, finding writers, and reading and commenting on some chapters
written during the initial stage of working on the book.
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I also wish to thank my dear friend Prof. Judy Tydor Baumel Schwartz
for her unwavering support and assistance in answering my never-
ending questions, historical and others and her constant encouragement.

It is with heartfelt gratitude mixed with great grief that I remember
and thank my late, excellent assistant Omer Gealdor, who was of great
help to me throughout the project. Omer did not get to enjoy the finished
product of our joint labor, as he fell in battle near the northern border
of Israel in 2024, protecting our beloved country. May his memory be a
blessing.

I'would like to express my gratitude to the many scholars who helped
me shape this book: Prof. Orit Bashkin, Dr. Margalit Bejarano, Dr. Michal
Ben-Ya’'akov, Dr. Noga Efrati, Prof. Ariel Feldstein, Prof. Allon Gal, Prof.
Yossi Goldstein (Ariel University, who patiently answered my questions
about Russian Jewry), Dr. Yossi Goldstein (The Melton Center for Jewish
Education, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem), Prof. Aviva Halamish,
Prof. Marion Kaplan, Prof. Rachel Manekin, Prof. Guy Miron, Prof.
Mark A. Raider, Prof. Shulamit Reinharz, Prof. Jonathan D. Sarna, Prof.
Margalit Shilo (who devoted her precious time to our long conversa-
tions), Prof. Gideon Shimoni, and Prof. Eli Tzur. All made really valuable
suggestions that helped shape this volume.

My special thanks to the Open University of Israel’s Research Fund for
supporting my own chapters: chapter 7 (grant number 43065); chapter 9
(grant number 43065); chapter 10 (grants numbers and 43056 and 43058),
their initial editing and the unification of the book’s text (grant number
41297). Thanks also to the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute (HBI) for their
Research Award.

Archivist Susan Woodland provided continuous help in my research
on Hadassah and the Mizrachi Women’s Organization of America at
the Center of Jewish History in New York. The Central Zionist Archives
in Jerusalem supplied the archival material for the WIZO chapter, and
many other archives worldwide provided sources for other chapters. My
deepest thanks to all, along with the Open University of Israel library
staff, and especially Ruth Baramkin.

Special thanks to Berghahn Books, and to Mark Stanton, the Books
Editorial Director. It has been a great pleasure to work with him in pre-
paring this volume for publication. Special thanks to Emma Wallace,
Caroline Kuhtz and Carol Hulme for their wonderful work and for their
assistance, making my work with them so pleasant.

Heartfelt thanks to my very dear English editor Alifa Saadya who gave
me, an author who was not writing in her mother tongue, enormous help
in improving the texts I wrote, as well as in unifying the entire text and
its revisions before submitting it to the publisher as well as during the
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production process. It is a privilege to thank her for her support of, and
endless patience with, both the texts and myself.

I also thank Sharon Blass for her translations of some of the chapters,
and the initial editing of one of them.

Deep thanks to my wonderful sisters Malli and Yaeli, who have always
been a source of advice, understanding, and comfort.

One person stands above all others when I give thanks. My beloved
husband Rami, who gave me enormous assistance and encouragement
not only during the years this complex project demanded, but through-
out our life together. My love and thanks go beyond description. He is
my ballast in life, and without him I could not have done what I did. I
hope that this book is a small compensation for the many hours that I
spent in front of the computer instead of being with him. It is to him and
to my wonderful children and their spouses, Carmit and Amit, Matan
and Rachel, Assaf and Tali, and Roni and Erez, and my grandchildren
Uri, Noam, Ayala, Liad, and Ofri, that I dedicate what I consider as my
best contribution to Zionist and Jewish historiography.



