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To my mother (1939–2023),  
who gave me life and the strength to hold on to it



We oscillate between the illusion of completion and the vertigo of the 
elusive. In the name of completeness, we want to believe that a unique 
order exists that would enable us to accede to knowledge from the out-
set; in the name of the elusive, we want to believe that order and disor-
der are two of the same words, denoting chance.

Georges Perec, Penser/Classer

From a certain point on, there is no more turning back.
That is the point that must be reached.

Kafka, The Zürau Aphorisms of Franz Kafka


