ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I AM GRATEFUL to Anna Henderson for suggesting I take on this project. Without
her initial impulse and ongoing support, I would never have mustered the courage to
embark on a journey that took me so far out of my academic comfort zone.

The initial planning stage for this book began in late February 2022. Just as [ was
considering its overall scope and structure, Russia’s military launched its full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine. Ukrainian women, men, and children, including my friends and relatives,
found themselves in harm'’s way. Their suffering, resolve, sacrifice, and infinite bravery
will undoubtedly fill many a work of future historians. This book, while not explicitly
about the Russo-Ukrainian War, developed in its shadow. Medievalism and Russia is an
attempt to explain (to myself, first of all), the hold medieval past has on Russia’s politics
and ideologies. The Middle Ages shaped the words, thoughts, and actions of not only
Vladimir Putin and his circle, but of his predecessors for centuries. I hope that this vol-
ume—brief and by no means exhaustive—will help provide a deeper historical context
for Russia’s actions past and present, including its current criminal war.

While working on this project, | amassed many debts. My colleagues in the Depart-
ment of History at Washington State University and fellow medievalists at other insti-
tutions lent me their ears and provided valuable feedback and encouragement. [ owe
particular thanks to Esther Liberman Cuenca, James B. Given, Alan Malfavén, Nancy
McLoughlin, Brenna Miller, Christian Raffensperger, Jesse Spohnholz, and many others.
A small grant from my department also helped to pay for image permissions for many
of the illustrations in this volume. The attention and care of Bonnie ]J. Murphy helped to
make this book infinitely more readable. I am also grateful to Steve Rosenberg for letting
me use one of his photographs in the book. All remaining mistakes are my own.

Some preliminary thoughts on medievalism in Russia appeared as “Enemies at the
Gate: Political Medievalism, Russian Style” in The Public Medievalist (April 15, 2021). I
am grateful to Paul B. Sturtevant for accepting this piece for publication and for creating
a platform that makes medievalism scholarship accessible to a non-specialist audience.

Above all, I am grateful to my wife, Amanda, for patiently hearing me ramble about
Russian history, and for her constant love and support. The encouragement of my
parents, sisters, and in-laws likewise helped me keep moving forward even when my
impostor syndrome got the better of me. But it is to my grandparents in particular that
dedicate this book, with gratitude.



