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Catastrophes in Context aims to bring critical attention to the social, political, eco-
nomic, and cultural structures that create disasters out of natural hazards or po-
litical events and that shape the responses. Combining long-term ethnographic 
fi eldwork typical of anthropology and increasingly adopted in similar social 
science disciplines such as geography and sociology with a comparative frame 
that enlightens global structures and policy frameworks, Catastrophes in Context 
includes monographs and edited volumes that bring critical scrutiny to the mul-
tiple dimensions of specifi c disasters and important policy/practice questions for 
the fi eld of disaster research and management. Theoretically innovative, our goal 
is to publish readable, lucid texts to be accessible to a wide range of audiences 
across academic disciplines and specifi cally practitioners and policymakers.
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