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‘Anyone with an interest in pastoral development – whether policy-
maker, practitioner, pastoralist or investor – will find important lessons 
in this book. It shows how the institutional landscape shaping investment 
in Eastern Africa’s drylands is becoming ever more complex – and that 
pastoralists themselves are key players in this. Investment strategies will 
only succeed if they are rooted in a thorough understanding of pastoral 
livelihoods and societies. This book is a welcome and timely addition to 
that body of knowledge.’ – Hon. Mohamed Elmi, former Minister of State 
for Development of Northern Kenya and other Arid Lands

‘This book convincingly puts to rest the idea that the pastoral drylands 
of Eastern Africa operate outside global circuits of finance, investment, 
security and politics. Indeed, through a series of carefully theorised and 
documented case studies, the volume shows that these lands represent a 
new frontier of global capitalism that brings together complex and con
tested alliances of private investors, state actors and local elites. The 
book will be of great interest to researchers, practitioners and students of 
development studies, political economy, African studies and a range of 
the social sciences.’ 
– Peter D. Little, Director, Emory Program in Development Studies, Emory 
University

‘This is a brilliant book that stretches the boundary of what we know and 
how we think about the land rush, how it unfolds in various societies 
in the world, such as pastoralist communities, and its implications for 
various spheres of social life in Africa and more globally. Academics, 
policymakers and activists working in various fields and disciplines, in 
the Global South and North, must read this book.’ – Saturnino M. Borras 
Jr, International Institute of Social Studies (ISS), The Hague

‘In bringing the specificities of recent large-scale natural resource acquisi
tions of Africa’s drylands to attention, this book is a timely and valuable 
reminder of how agro-ecological factors and climate change shape how 
smallholders and pastoralists experience and fight back against such life-
changing disruptions.’ – Dzodzi Tsikata, Director, Institute of African 
Studies, University of Ghana


