
viii

Acknowledgements

Throughout this project I have received assistance and encouragement from many 
people and it is a great pleasure to express my appreciation for them here. I thank 
the Arts and Humanities Research Council (www.ahrc.ac.uk) for providing me 
with a three-year Doctoral Award. I am especially indebted to Jonathan Phillips 
for first introducing me to the Crusades, for his invaluable insight, guidance, and 
support both as my PhD supervisor and later in my postdoctoral research and 
teaching, and for reading this manuscript so often in its various stages. I offer my 
sincere thanks to Jonathan Harris and Peregrine Horden for providing constructive 
advice and encouragement throughout the project, and especially for reading and 
commenting on the manuscript in full during its preparation. I am grateful to 
Bruce Brasington for his generosity in providing such cogent and useful comments 
on canon law. I am indebted to Hannes Kleineke, Marian Ciuca, and Martin Hall 
for their advice on translating various Latin texts.

I am fortunate to have received help from numerous scholars at various stages of 
the project; while I cannot thank them all here I am especially grateful for the kind-
ness and assistance of Thomas Asbridge, Barbara Bombi, Marcus Bull, Lindy Grant, 
Bernard Hamilton, Norman Housley, Alan V. Murray, Thomas Madden, William 
Purkis, Rebecca Rist, and Jochen Schenk. It is a pleasure to acknowledge my under-
graduate and postgraduate students at Royal Holloway University of London, the 
University of Reading, the University of Sheffield and the University of Leicester 
for discussing many of the ideas and themes that appear here. The librarians at 
the University of Reading, the University of Sheffield, University of Leicester, the 
University of Oxford, and the University of London were especially welcoming and 
helpful throughout the project but particular thanks are due to Luisa Hodgkinson 
and the Inter Library Loan department at Royal Holloway for tracking down the 
more obscure texts. I am extremely grateful to Caroline Palmer and Robert Kinsey 
at Boydell & Brewer for their patience and support during the preparation of the 
book for publication. I thank the Bibliothèque royale de Belgique for permission 
to use the Peterborough Psalter on the dust jacket; the image of women defending 
the castle of love through arms encompasses many of the themes of this book. 

My family, and most especially my parents and sister, have been an unfailing 
source of moral support from the book’s earliest origins to its final stages, even when 
events of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries took precedence over the present day. 
My greatest debt is to my parents; it is no exaggeration to say that the book could 
not have been written without their constant enthusiasm, encouragement, and 
assistance and I dedicate this book to them with love and in gratitude.


