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SINCE DECEMBER 1963 when I purchased my first Liberal Party member-
ship, I have participated in the whole gamut of party activities. I've stuffed
envelopes, ran as a candidate (four times), raised money, and served party
organizations right up to the National Executive of the Liberal Party of
Canada—all the while living and earning my living in Alberta, not exactlya
Liberal Party breeding ground. Despite this hostile political environment,
through it all, Ilearned much about Canada and the provinces, observed
some history close up, and met many interesting and powerful people.
Sometime after I ran in what was to be mylast campaign in 1984, I decided
that I should share some of my experiences in Canadian politics and history,
and so I set about writing about them. This narrative describes events of
the years 1968 to 1972, the first term of the Trudeau government and an era
of great political change in Canada and Alberta. It is written from my per-
spective as an Alberta Liberal Party activist who at that time hovered only
around the edges of political power, but who nevertheless acquired a pretty

good knowledge of his province and his party. Notwithstanding my party
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affiliation, in telling the story of the events and the personalities that domi-
nated politics during those days, I have striven to be objective.
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most I thank my wife, Pat, who sadly passed away before the publication
of this book. Pat was, in her own right, a skillful political practitioner, and
was loyally at my side every step along the way. I also thank our children
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my original behemoth of a manuscript into something readably efficient. I
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and insights with me in both politics and publishing, and encouraging me
to embark upon this project. I am also appreciative of the contribution
of those who shared with me their experiences in the Liberal Party and
politics over the years: Nick Taylor and the Honourable Allen Sulatycky
reviewed my manuscript and offered excellent suggestions and encour-
agement; the Honourable Roger Kerans, Bryan Mahoney, Albert Ludwig,
John Moreau, and Stan Cichon, all great Liberals, shared their anecdotes
and stories and helped in any way they could. I am also indebted to Blair
Williams, Charles Kelly, and David Thomson for relating to me some of
their experiences and anecdotes of working in Ottawa. For their insight
and knowledge of the oil and gas industry of those days and checking
the accuracy of my narrative, I thank my old oilmen friends Richard
Anderson and James Walasko. I also thank my dear friends Tim Crago and
Ana-Marija Maroti, and countless others not only for their help, but also
for their painful reminders that I should finish the book rather than just
talk about it.
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