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The pleasure of assembling this tribute to Joe Goering began with our commu-
nications with his colleagues, many of them former students of his: the rush of
enthusiasm that greeted our invitations to contribute confirmed our own sense
that a Festschrift was not only a desideratum, but even a mandatum. We thank them
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We shaped the volume around three primary areas of Joe’s own scholar-
ship: schools, ecclesiastical administration and law, and pastoral care. Through-
out his career, he has shown how traversing these areas of both speculative and
practical knowledge is essential to our understanding of the medieval Church,
medieval universities, and medieval society. Joe has quietly but tirelessly argued
that the intellectual work of the medieval schools was sophisticated, nuanced,
and filled with lively debate; that the disciplines of law and theology had
numerous intersections; that popular piety was rich in surprising narratives and
imagery; that clergy and laity operated in concert as much as in conflict; and
perhaps most importantly, that the intentions to press the boundaries of learn-
ing, to deepen faith, and to share the wonders of human creativity were as alive
in the later middle ages as in any other age. Following these lines of thought,
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subtlety that Joe has modeled for us in his work.
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Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies, and the Basilian Fathers of St
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timable Kimberly Booker, and Megan Jones, who put on the important fin-
ishing touches. We also thank Melissa Kapitan for her cheerful and diligent
assistance with the indices.
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