
• Preface 
Few studies on Asia Pacif ic approach it f rom a global perspect ive. This 
one attempts to do just that, placing the region in the context of worldwide 
trends. It is written with two sets of conditions in view: the end of the Cold 
War, and the beckoning of the twenty-first century. 

The reader may already be familiar with the economic clout and vast po-
tential of the Asia Pacific region. Still, it is appropriate to offer a brief com-
ment on its strategic relevance to the United States, drawing on the lessons 
that can be derived from a retrospective view of post-1945 world politics. 

It is often said that our century was def ined by three global wars—the 
two world wars and the Cold War—and that the United States, in the last 
half-century, fought three wars across the Pacif ic—the Pacific War (1941— 
1945) with Japan, and the Korean and Vietnam wars.1 When these events 
are mentioned in the literature, it is typically to show how global interna-
tional relations affected events in Asia Pacific. But what is not readily ap-
paren t—much less apprecia ted—is how past events in Asia Pacif ic like-
wise helped shape or reshape events e lsewhere , somet imes events of 
momentous proportions. One example is the impact of the Korean War on 
global politics. As one author put it, without the Korean War, many of the 
character is t ics associated with the Cold War—highe r defense budgets , a 
militarized NATO, great Sino-U.S. hostility fol lowed by post-1972 C h i n a -
card playing, and U.S. security commitments throughout the wor ld—prob-
ably would not have developed the way they did.2 

The Vietnam War is another example in the same category. There is 
no need to rehash its wel l -known e f fec t s on domes t ic poli t ics in the 
United States and on the conduct of regional relat ions. I shall only men-
tion its inf luence on international relat ions theory. The fact that the pre-
ponderant military power of the Uni ted States fa i led to s top the North 
Vie tnamese f rom engul f ing South Vie tnam remains a puzzle to many . 
From the consequent scholarly soul-searching, however , have come im-
portant insights that have increased our unders tand ing of the nature of 
power , and its l imitat ions; David B a l d w i n ' s "paradox of unreal ized 
power" and Jeff rey Har t ' s " three measures of power" are two examples . 3 

There is a paradox concerning the place of Asia Pacif ic in U.S. strate-
gic thinking, however. Every recent U.S. president has asserted that the 
United States is a "Pacif ic power ." It is nevertheless true that, like the for-
mer Soviet Union, the United States tended to subordinate the Pacif ic to 
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the A t l a n t i c in its s t r a t e g i c t h i n k i n g a b o u t f o r e i g n p o l i c y . T h e c h a p t e r s in 
th is b o o k s h o w h o w the k a l e i d o s c o p i c c h a n g e s in w o r l d po l i t i c s s i nce the 
la te 1 9 8 0 s , a l o n g w i t h t h r ee d e c a d e s of p h e n o m e n a l e c o n o m i c s u c c e s s of 
A s i a P a c i f i c n a t i o n s , h a v e b r o u g h t a n e w a g e of g e o e c o n o m i c s . If t h i n g s 
s h o u l d turn o u t a s th is b o o k a n t i c i p a t e s , the t w e n t y - f i r s t c e n t u r y wil l w i t -
n e s s t he r ise of a n o n - W e s t e r n b l o c ( i .e . , A s i a P a c i f i c ) to s h a r e the w o r l d 
s t a g e w i t h t w o W e s t e r n b l o c s — o n e E u r o p e a n a n d o n e ( p o s t - E u r o p e a n ) 
N o r t h A m e r i c a n — o n an e q u a l f o o t i n g a n d w i t h s i m i l a r v a l u e s . T h a t e v e n -
t u a l i t y wi l l c h a n g e p r i o r i t i e s f o r U . S . f o r e i g n p o l i c y t h i n k i n g . M o r e im-
p o r t a n t , it m a y c h a n g e the v e r y n a t u r e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s in the 
s t a t e - c e n t r i c W e s t p h a l i a n s y s t e m w e l ive in. 

T h e t e r m " A s i a P a c i f i c " u s e d in th is v o l u m e r e f e r s g e n e r a l l y to J a p a n , 
C h i n a , the f o u r As ian N I E s ( n e w l y i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g e c o n o m i e s : S o u t h Korea , 
T a i w a n , H o n g K o n g , and S i n g a p o r e ) , a n d S o u t h e a s t A s i a , i n c l u d i n g In-
d o c h i n a and m e m b e r s of A S E A N ( the A s s o c i a t i o n of S o u t h e a s t A s i a n N a -
t ions ) . In t he l i t e ra ture , C a n a d a , the U n i t e d S t a t e s , M e x i c o , A u s t r a l i a , and 
N e w Z e a l a n d , a m o n g o t h e r s , a r e s o m e t i m e s i n c l u d e d in t he b r o a d e r t e r m 
" P a c i f i c B a s i n , " but this v o l u m e o f f e r s no s e p a r a t e c h a p t e r s on the ro les of 
t he se c o u n t r i e s in the secur i ty a n d e c o n o p o l i t i c a l l i fe of A s i a P a c i f i c . 

A f e w b r i e f w o r d s a b o u t t he o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e b o o k a r e in o r d e r . 
C h a p t e r 1 b e g i n s wi th a d e f i n i t i o n of w h a t c o n s t i t u t e s t he e n d of the C o l d 
W a r a n d p r o c e e d s to i d e n t i f y the m a j o r a t t r i b u t e s tha t c h a r a c t e r i z e the so -
c a l l e d p o s t - C o l d W a r era o n the l a rge r w o r l d s c e n e . It t hen e x p l o r e s h o w 
g l o b a l c h a n g e s m a n i f e s t t h e m s e l v e s at the A s i a P a c i f i c r e g i o n a l level and 
w h e t h e r t h e r e a r e r e g i o n a l d e v i a t i o n s f r o m the g l o b a l n o r m . 

E a c h of t he nex t e i g h t c h a p t e r s , 2 t h r o u g h 9, f o c u s e s o n a c o u n t r y or 
a r e a , l o o k i n g at the g e n e r a l q u e s t i o n of h o w n e w c i r c u m s t a n c e s b r o u g h t 
on b y a n e w era wi l l a f f e c t i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s w i t h i n t he A s i a P a c i f i c 
r e g i o n . T h e r e are c h a p t e r s a s s e s s i n g h o w the n e w e ra b e a r s on J a p a n ( G o r -
d o n ) , C h i n a ( H s i u n g ) , a n d T a i w a n ( C l a r k ) . T w o c h a p t e r s s u r v e y b i l a t e ra l 
r e l a t i o n s : b e t w e e n R u s s i a a n d J a p a n ( B e r t o n ) a n d b e t w e e n the P h i l i p p i n e s 
a n d S o u t h K o r e a ( C e l o z a a n d S o u r s ) . T h e c h a p t e r b y B e r t o n a l s o e v a l u -
a t e s t h e f o r m e r S o v i e t U n i o n ' s r o l e in t he r e g i o n . O n e c h a p t e r ( G o r d o n ) 
c o v e r s m e m b e r s of A S E A N . O n e c h a p t e r ( C h o w ) e x p l o r e s the p r o s p e c t s of 
r e g i o n a l i n t e g r a t i o n in A s i a P a c i f i c , a n d d o e s s o in t h e g l o b a l c o n t e x t 
of t h e t r e n d s of c o m p e t i t i v e t r a d e - b l o c f o r m a t i o n . T w o c h a p t e r s d i s c u s s 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s ' c h a n g i n g ro le , w i t h its c h a l l e n g e f o r t h e o r y ( C h a n ) and 
p o s s i b l e s t r a t e g i c r e s p o n s e s ( D e n o o n ) . 

T h e b o o k e n d s w i t h t w o c o n c l u d i n g c h a p t e r s tha t , w h i l e d r a w i n g u p o n 
the f i n d i n g s of t he p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s , a l s o f o c u s on t h e t r a n s i t i o n f r o m the 
e n d of t he C o l d W a r to the c o m i n g of t he t w e n t y - f i r s t c e n t u r y . C h a p t e r 11 
p r o v i d e s a r e t r o s p e c t i v e of A s i a P a c i f i c ' s r i s e as a s o l i d e c o n o m i c f o r c e , 
w i t h a v i e w to a s s e s s i n g h o w it w i l l f a r e in t h e p o s t - C o l d W a r e r a . T h e 
f i n a l c h a p t e r m e a s u r e s t he b e q u e s t s of o u r c e n t u r y a n d s p e c u l a t e s o n the 
g l o b a l a n d r e g i o n a l b a l a n c e of p o w e r in the n e w c e n t u r y . It a l so c o m p a r e s 
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the e v o l v i n g re la t ive s t r e n g t h s of the th ree c o m p e t i n g t r ad ing b loc s (Eu-
rope, North A m e r i c a , and As ia Pac i f i c ) ove r t ime , in an a t tempt to a n s w e r 
the compe l l i ng ques t ion of w h e t h e r there is g o i n g to be a "Pac i f i c E ra . " 

Except for Chap te r 10, by Peter C h o w , all chap te r s g rew out of papers 
p resen ted on two c o n s e c u t i v e pane l s I cha i r ed at the 1992 annual c o n f e r -
ence of the In te rna t iona l S tud i e s A s s o c i a t i o n ( I S A ) , in At l an ta . T h e pan-
e l s ' c o m m o n theme ( " P o s t - C o l d W a r In t e rna t i ona l Re l a t i ons in As ia Pa-
c i f i c " ) fi t the general t h e m e of the ISA c o n f e r e n c e : "P rospec t s for Progress 
in a C h a n g i n g In t e rna t iona l E n v i r o n m e n t . " I w i sh to a c k n o w l e d g e the 
w a r m suppor t g iven by the ISA 1992 P r o g r a m C o m m i t t e e c h a i r m a n . Pro-
f e s so r J a m e s Lee Ray of F lo r ida S ta te U n i v e r s i t y , in e n d o r s i n g the t w o 
panels for the annual c o n f e r e n c e . 

T h e cont r ibu tors to this v o l u m e d e m o n s t r a t e d a s u p e r b se l f -d i sc ip l ine 
and sense of r e spons ib i l i t y in s u b m i t t i n g the i r pane l p a p e r s and then the 
f inal d ra f t s of their c h a p t e r s on t ime and, in s o m e cases , even wel l ahead 
of t ime . S teve C h a n c o n s i s t e n t l y f i n i s h e d his w o r k m o n t h s b e f o r e the 
dead l ine , desp i t e his s abba t i c a l s p e n t in S i n g a p o r e part of the year . 
B e r n a r d G o r d o n , w h o spen t a t e rm v i s i t i n g at K o b e Un ive r s i t y , J a p a n , 
none the less f in i shed two chap t e r s on t ime . T h i s hard w o r k m a d e my j o b as 
coord ina to r and ed i tor m u c h eas ier ; I w i sh to thank all the con t r ibu to rs . I 
o w e a specia l debt to Pe t e r C h o w for a d d i n g a c h a p t e r on reg iona l in te-
g ra t ion as an or ig ina l c o n t r i b u t i o n to the b o o k , m e e t i n g the d e a d l i n e de-
spi te a f ami ly loss. 

In the p repara t ion of po r t ions of th is b o o k , I w a s ably a ided by my re-
search assis tant , Mr . Li W e i , at N e w York Un ive r s i ty . I a lso r ece ived gen -
e r o u s c o m m e n t s and e n c o u r a g e m e n t f r o m m y c o l l e a g u e s , a m o n g them 
Leah Haus and S teven B r a m s , as wel l as D a v i d D e n o o n . T o them, and oth-
ers w h o have he lped , I o w e m y s ince re t hanks . 

—JCH 
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161-194 (1979), develops the point about the nonfungibility of power and finds 
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may be adequate to deter a Soviet missile attack, but was inadequate for deterring the 
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If control over resources cannot convert to control over events, he notes, then power, 
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