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a genesis. The origins of this work are located in my
childhood in Kenya. Growing up in Kitui, and later in Nairobi, I became
acutely aware of the political pathologies around me. But I could not under-
stand then and I am still baffled today by the failure of the Kenyan political
class to imagine a larger destiny for the country. Once I joined the centers of
higher learning, I became more fascinated with this conundrum and vowed to
unravel its hidden mysteries. I became, in essence, a student of the state, par-
ticularly its postcolonial variant. The entry points for my research and schol-
arship were human rights and international law because I felt that one had to
critically understand the relationship between the state and the citizen, on the
one hand, and the postcolonial state and international law, on the other. I still
believe that to be the case.

This book is an attempt to understand the dysfunction of Kenyan political so-
ciety and to gestate a renaissance. That is why the opportunity to spend the
2002-2003 sabbatical year in Kenya was a godsend. I would use my time there
to study firsthand the climax of a decades-old struggle to remove from power
the Kenya African National Union (KANU), the kleptocratic party that had
ruled the country since independence from Britain in 1964. I planned to be the
quintessential academic—doing primary research, incubating deep thoughts,
collecting empirical data, digesting everything into analytical categories, and
dreaming up high theory. Little did I know that academic abstraction and the
pure seduction of ideas would not be my lot. My carefully crafted research plan
unraveled quickly upon my return to Kenya, when I was drafted into practical
politics. As a lifelong reformer, and as chair of the Kenya Human Rights Com-
mission (KHRC), the country’s leading NGO, I put on my hard hat and went to
work to oust KANU. On December 27, 2002, we accomplished that historic mis-
sion.

Thus, this book is a personal journey for me that started in my early child-
hood but is still unfinished. Put in that context, the book would not have been
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possible but for all the people in my life who affected it, for good or ill. From
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would it be desirable—but I am compelled to name a few whose influence and
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Many were the days and nights that we sat and talked endlessly about this proj-
ect. His political insights, ability to parse through complex ideas, and uncanny
facility to marry theory and practice are legendary. I started writing this book in
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cussions with them, and especially Tade, helped me clarify many themes. I am
also grateful to the KHRC, my own organization, for hosting the grant. I hope
they all recognize their fingerprints on the book.

There are many Kenyans who have given a lot to this project in ways big
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clerics, journalists, professionals, civil society actors, and government func-
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A project of this magnitude cannot be accomplished without collegial
mentorship and guidance. In this respect, the greatest influence on the book
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