
8

	01	 Acknowledgements

This book emerges from the Initiative on Bridging Scholarship 
and Pedagogy in Jewish Studies, a research project at the Mandel 
Center for Studies in Jewish Education at Brandeis University. 
We owe a debt of gratitude, first, to Sharon Feiman-Nemser, 
director of the Mandel Center, for her enthusiastic support of 
the project from its inception, and her wise and experienced 
contributions to making it both exploratory and productive. 

We are grateful to the participants in the two Bridging 
Initiative research seminars in 2003-04 and 2006-07, who 
responded eagerly to our invitation to explore together what 
the serious study of the teaching and learning of classical Jew-
ish texts could look like. The enthusiastic engagement of the 
participants in the Bridging Initiative conferences in 2005 and 
2008 reaffirmed the importance of this work and contributed 
depth and texture to our understanding of the teaching and 
learning of classical Jewish texts. The work of the project could 
not have proceeded without the assistance of the staff of the 
Mandel Center over the last several years, as it progressed from 
seminars and conferences, to working papers and online vid-
eos, to, now, this book: Nora Abrahamer, Janna Dorfman, Liz 
DiNolfo, Sarah Feinberg, Galit Higgins, Kimberly Hirsh, Valorie 
Kopp-Aharonov, Deb Laufer, Stacie Martinez, Crystal Massuda, 
Gevelyn McCaskill, Marcie Quaroni, Susanne Shavelson, Em-
majoy Shulman-Kumin, Angela Viehland and David Weinstein. 
In particular, we want to acknowledge Belina Mizrahi and Beth 
Polasky for their assistance with the conferences in 2005 and 
2008. 

At Brandeis, we appreciate the support and counsel of Marc 
Brettler, David Wright and Sylvia Barack Fishman, in their ca-
pacity as chairs of the Department of Near Eastern and Judaic 
Studies, and of Sylvia Fuks Fried. At Academic Studies Press, 
we appreciate the patience and diligence of Sharona Vedol, Kira 
Nemirovsky, and Danielle Padula. 



9

Acknowledgements

We would be remiss if we did not particularly mention Lee 
Shulman. Throughout the evolution of the project, over and 
over again, we called upon both his scholarship and his friend-
ship, and neither one ever failed us.

We also express our gratitude to the Mandel Foundation for 
its partnership with Brandeis University in creating and sup-
porting the Mandel Center and its work.

The conference on Teaching Rabbinic Literature in 2008 
was graciously and generously supported by a grant from the 
Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology and Re-
ligion, as well as a grant from Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
(CJP). Another grant, from an anonymous source, enabled the 
videorecording of the conference and the publication of the 
video footage on the web. Finally, we are grateful to Targum 
Shlishi, a Raquel and Aryeh Rubin Foundation, for supporting 
the publication of this book.

A number of the chapters of the book have been revised 
and condensed from articles first published elsewhere. Chap-
ter 2 is adapted from the third chapter in Barry Holtz, Textual 
Knowledge: Teaching the Bible in Theory and Practice (JTSA Press, 
2003) and is reprinted by permission of JTS Press. Chapter 3 
is adapted from Jon A. Levisohn, “A Menu of Orientations to 
the Teaching of Rabbinic Literature,” Journal of Jewish Educa-
tion 76:1 (2010), and is reprinted by permission of the pub-
lisher (Taylor & Francis Ltd.). Chapter 6 is adapted from Jane 
Kanarek, “The Pedagogy of Slowing Down: Teaching Talmud in 
a Summer Kollel,” Teaching Theology and Religion 13:1 (2010), 
and is reprinted by permission of the publisher (John Wiley 
and Sons, Inc.). Chapter 8 is adapted from Jon A. Levisohn, 
“Introducing the Contextual Orientation to the Bible: A Com-
parative Study,” Journal of Jewish Education 74:1 (2008), and 
is reprinted by permission of the publisher (Taylor & Francis 
Ltd.). Chapter 9 is adapted from Michael Satlow, “Narratives or 
Sources? Active Learning and the Teaching of Ancient Jewish 
History and Texts,” Teaching Theology and Religion 15:1 (2012), 
and is reprinted by permission of the publisher (John Wiley 
and Sons, Inc.). Chapter 10 is adapted from Susan E. Tanchel, 
“‘A Judaism That Does Not Hide’: Teaching the Documentary 



Acknowledgments

Hypothesis in a Pluralistic Jewish High School,” Journal of Jew-
ish Education 74:1 (2008), and is reprinted by permission of the 
publisher (Taylor & Francis Ltd.). Chapter 12 is adapted from 
Orit Kent, “A Theory of Havruta Learning,” Journal of Jewish 
Education 76:3 (2010), and is reprinted by permission of the 
publisher (Taylor & Francis Ltd.). Chapter 14 is adapted from 
Beth Cousens et al., “Using the Contextual Orientation to Fa-
cilitate the Study of Bible with Generation X,” Journal of Jewish 
Education 74:1 (2008), and is reprinted by permission of the 
publisher (Taylor & Francis Ltd.).

ASP_sales
Typewritten Text
Open access publication was made possible by the Brandeis University 
Open Access Fund.

ASP_sales
Typewritten Text

ASP_sales
Typewritten Text


