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On the long journey doubts were often my companions. I've always admired
those reporters who can descend on an area, talk to key people, ask key ques-
tions, take samplings of opinions, and then set down an orderly report very
like a road map. I envy this technique and at the same time do not trust it as
a mirror of reality. I feel that there are too many realities. What I set down
here is true until someone else passes that way and rearranges the world in
his own style. [...] And in this report I do not fool myself into thinking I am deal-
ing with constants.

John Steinbeck






