CRITICAL THINKING IN SLOVAKIA AFTER SOCIALISM



Rochester Studies in East and Central Europe
Series Editor: Timothy Snyder, Yale University
(ISSN 1528-4808)

Post-Communist Transition: The Thorny Road
Grzegorz W. Kolodko

Globalization and Catching-up in Transition Economies
Grzegorz W. Kolodko

Polish Formalist School
Andrzej Karcz

Music in the Culture of Polish Galicia, 1772-1914
Jolanta T. Pekacz

Between East and West:
Polish and Russian Nineteenth-Century Travel to the Orient
Izabela Kalinowska

Ideology, Politics and Diplomacy in East Central Europe
M. B. B. Biskupski, Ed.

The Polish Singers Alliance of America, 1888-1998: Choral Patriotism
Stanislaus A. Blejwas

A Clean Sweep?
The Politics of Ethnic Cleansing in Western Poland, 1945-1960
T. David Curp

Nazi Policy on the Eastern Front, 1941:
Total War, Genocide, and Radicalization
Edited by Alex J. Kay, Jeff Rutherford, and David Stahel

Critical Thinking in Slovakia after Socialism
Jonathan L. Larson



CRITICAL THINKING IN
SLOVAKIA AFTER SOCIALISM

Jonathan L. Larson

@ UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER PRESS



Copyright © 2013 by Jonathan L. Larson

All rights reserved. Except as permitted under current legislation, no
part of this work may be photocopied, stored in a retrieval system,
published, performed in public, adapted, broadcast, transmitted,
recorded, or reproduced in any form or by any means, without the
prior permission of the copyright owner.

First published 2013

University of Rochester Press
668 Mt. Hope Avenue, Rochester, NY 14620, USA
WWW.Urpress.com
and Boydell & Brewer Limited
PO Box 9, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 3DF, UK
www.boydellandbrewer.com
ISBN-13: 978-1-58046-437-6
ISSN: 1528-4808

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Larson, Jonathan L.

Critical thinking in Slovakia after socialism / Jonathan L. Larson.
pages ; cm. — (Rochester studies in Central Europe, ISSN 1528-4808;

v. 9)

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-1-58046-437-6 (hardcover : alk. paper) 1. Civil society—

Slovakia. 2. Critical thinking—Slovakia. 3. Post-communism—Slovakia.

4. Socialism—Slovakia. 5. Slovakia—Politics and government—1993—

I. Title.

JN2240.A91L37 2013
300.94373—dc23

2012049217

A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.

This publication is printed on acid-free paper.
Printed in the United States of America.



For Deborah



I can’t help but dream about a kind of criticism that would
try not to judge but to bring an oeuvre, a book, a sentence, an
idea to life; it would light fires, watch the grass grow, listen

to the wind, and catch the sea foam in the breeze and scatter
it. It would multiply not judgments but signs of existence; it
would summon them, drag them from their sleep. Perhaps it
would invent them sometimes—all the better. . . . It would not
be sovereign or dressed in red. It would bear the lightning of
possible storms.

—Michel Foucault, “The Masked Philosopher”



