Introduction XX1il

Grain Equivalencies

(excerpted from Porten-Yardeni 2007a)

Grain is measured with great precision: 1 kor = 30 seahs, 1 seah = 6 qabs, and a qab may be divided into
halves, quarters, and even eighths. One is reminded of the biblical injunction to “have completely honest
weights and completely honest measures” (Deut 25:15). Our ancient sources—Josephus (Ant. 1X.4.4, 62;
XV.9.2,314), the Talmud (Eruv. 4b, 83a), and Epiphanius'—come together to show that there existed at the
same time three different seah measures, known in the Talmud as the desert seah (8.1 liters), the Jerusalem
seah (9.72 liters), and the Sepphoris seah (11.664 liters).” To determine modern equivalents, many scholars,
following Josephus, have taken their lead from Greco-Roman sources and come up with equivalents in the
range of the Sepphoris seah.? Others have taken their lead from the Talmud and come up with equivalents
in the range of the desert seah.* And still others have adopted an archeological approach and arrived at an
equivalent at the lowest end of the scale (7.3 liters).> Because the Greek New Testament and the Peshitta
(Matt 5:15; Mark 4:21; and Luke 11:23), as well as the Mishnah (Kelim 17:11), equate the seah with Italian
modius, which we know lies in the range of 8 liters, we may assume that it was the desert measure that ap-
plied in Idumea of the 4th century B.C.E.°
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