Author’s Foreword

The main goal of the excavator is to analyze and publish finds so that the information
gained can be available and used by others. At times (as in the present case), there is a long gap
between excavation and publication, but as the saying goes, “All is well that ends well.” And so,
here are the fruits of labor of many individuals—archaeologists, volunteers, surveyors, artists,
and others.

The completion of the following report was made possible in part by a fellowship from
the W. E Albright Institute of Archaeological Research in Jerusalem, where I served as Annual
Professor (2005-2006), and by a research leave granted to me by Emory University in Atlanta,
GA. I thank them for their support. I would like also to thank Joe D. Seger, Director of the Lahav
Research Project, who helped in the preparation of the manuscript and in editing the volume.
Special thanks are due to Kibbutz Lahav and the Joe Alon Center for their continuous support of
all who were engaged in the recovery of the materials. In addition, I would like to thank the ar-
chivists and curators of the Israel Antiquities Authority and the director and staff of the Hebrew
Union College Nelson Glueck School of Archaeology in Jerusalem who helped me retrieve
materials needed for the present report. I would like to thank the Israel Antiquities Authority
also for permitting the use of photographs, drawings, and plates used in earlier publications of
some of the materials.

There is much more work to be done at the Iron Age cemetery of Tell Halif, and I hope that
the day will come when this task will be accomplished.
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