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Preface

This book is the result of the project “The Akkadian Verb and its Semitic Background,” 
financed by the Dutch Organization of Scientific Research (NWO) in the years 2001–2005. It 
represents the completion of a long preoccupation with the structure and the history of the Ak-
kadian verb, which started with my 1997 doctoral dissertation on the D‑stem.

It would not have been written if the NWO had not provided me with a generous grant that 
allowed me to focus completely on this research project for almost four years without being dis-
tracted by other obligations. I am grateful for this grant and for the trust they have had in me. I 
would also like to thank the Faculty of Arts of Leiden University and the Netherlands Institute for 
the Near East (NINO) for the facilities they offered me during and after this period.

It is a great pleasure to thank the people who have contributed to the completion of this book. 
In the first place, I thank my supervisor, Klaas Veenhof, who spent much time and energy on this 
project, dealing with the paperwork for the NWO, and, in the final stages, reading the manuscript, 
giving valuable comments, and providing me with additional material, especially in Old Assyrian 
matters.

Gonzalo Rubio, editor-in-chief of Eisenbrauns’ series Languages of the Ancient Near East, 
Wilfred van Soldt, Holger Gzella, Guy Deutscher, and Bram Jagersma also read the manuscript, 
and Harry Stroomer and Joris Borghouts read parts of it. I would like to thank all of them for their 
valuable comments. Obviously, none of these colleagues are responsible for any errors, omis-
sions, and incongruities that remain. 

Last, but not least, I would like to thank my wife Yvonne not only for undertaking the trouble-
some task of reading through the entire manuscript to eradicate the barbarisms of my English and 
to improve the style but also for her unfailing moral support and her tolerance during the years 
that I have been engrossed in the intricacies of the Akkadian verb.


