
 

Author’s Foreword

 

This project began as a doctoral dissertation presented to the Department of  Near East-
ern Studies at the University of  Arizona; the dissertation was based on work at Tell Halif
through the 1989 field season. In the final form presented here, however, this volume incor-
porates much additional data from the 1992 and 1993 field seasons, which were undertaken
after the completion of  the dissertation.

The publication of  any final excavation report is first and foremost a team effort. It takes
many hands to pull together a final report, usually over a long period of  time and always
with a great deal of  patience. I have been fortunate to be part of  the Lahav Research Project,
which has provided me with the necessary resources to complete this project, the publication
of  the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age I pottery from Site 101 on the Halif  Terrace. While
thanks go to all of  the members of  the Lahav Project team, there are several individuals with-
out whose help this volume would never have been completed. These include Oded
Borowski, John O’Hear, and Eugene Futato, who provided guidance both in the field and
in the laboratory as the work proceeded, and most especially James Hardin, whose collegial
support throughout had more to do with the completion of  this volume than he knows. Spe-
cial thanks also goes to Dylan Karges, Technical Illustrator at the Cobb Institute of  Archae-
ology, who did much of  the drawing and produced all of  the final artwork and plates for the
volume. I would also like to thank Avi Navon and the members of  Kibbutz Lahav, without
whose generosity and support none of  this material would have been excavated.

Many other colleagues have also helped in ways too many to enumerate. In particular,
I would like to thank William Dever, Andrea Berlin, Jodi Magness, Ram Gophna, Baruch
Brandl, Pierre de Miroschedji, Marcelo Campagno, Rachel Hallote, Sam Wolff, Benjamin
Saidel, Yuval Yekultieli, Tom Levy, and the late Doug Esse. I have profited greatly from
their generosity in spirit, their encouragement, and their willingness to share with me their
insights on all matters Early Bronze, ceramic and otherwise. I would also like to thank
Naomi Porat, who performed the petrographic analysis on the pottery; her analysis and
comments were indispensable. Very special thanks are also due Eliot Braun, Edwin van den
Brink, and Russell Adams, who read drafts of  many of  the chapters and provided truly in-
valuable comments. And to my colleagues Todd Diacon and Thomas Burman in the De-
partment of  History at the University of  Tennessee and Gilya Schmidt of  the Department of
Religious Studies and head of  the Fern and Manfred Steinfeld Program in Judaic Studies,
goes a special word of  appreciation for all of  the positive and continuing support I have
received.

None of  this research would have been possible, however, without the help of  Joe
Seger, Director of  the Cobb Institute of  Archaeology at Mississippi State University and
Director of  the Lahav Research Project, who so generously allowed me to work on this ma-
terial from both the Halif  Terrace and Tell Halif  and who provided me access to the re-
sources of  the Lahav Research Project and the Cobb Institute. Joe has been supportive from
the very first—when I met him in the garden of  the Albright Institute in Jerusalem and he



 

Author’s Foreword

 

xix

invited me to work at Tell Halif. He has been a mentor, and without his guidance and ex-
perience I would not have been able to complete this volume. I also want to thank Seymour
Gitin, the Director of  the Albright Institute of  Archaeological Research in Jerusalem. Sy
too has been a mentor and good friend throughout this undertaking. His existential wisdom
has gotten me through seeming endless months of  ceramic analysis. I also want to thank the
staff  of  the Albright Institute where, as a fellow, I carried forward much of  the initial re-
search for the dissertation. Finally, I also offer my sincerest gratitude to Alexander H. Joffe.
We have spent countless hours over the years talking about problems of  the fourth and third
millennia 

 

b.c.e.,

 

 and his insights, sense of  clarity, and humor have been essential to my
own understanding of  the southern Levant.

Most of  all, I owe sincere thanks to my wife Adrienne, who has always believed in
me. She has picked up a lot of  slack over the years and supported me without reservation.
Without her sacrifices, much of  my research would exist only in Excel files. In addition, I
must also thank my children, Talia and Erez, who generously gave up their dining room
table and me, as well, for countless evenings. Last, I want to thank my father, the late Ben-
jamin Dessel, for his unstinting support, encouragement, and love throughout this entire
process and my whole life. From childhood on, he taught me the meaning of  hard work and
diligence, and without him I could never have started, let alone finished. It is to the memo-
ries of  my father and mother that this book is dedicated.

Parts of  this research and writing were funded by the Lahav Research Project, the
Cobb Institute of  Archaeology, fellowships from the Albright Institute of  Archaeological
Research and the American Schools of  Oriental Research, the University of  Arizona, Rich-
ard J. Scheuer, and the Fern and Manfred Steinfeld Program in Judaic Studies at the Uni-
versity of  Tennessee, Knoxville. It goes without saying that I alone am responsible for any
errors in fact or judgment found in this volume.
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