
I, You, and the Word “God”



Siphrut
Literature and Theology of the Hebrew Scriptures

Editorial Board

Stephen B. Chapman Duke University
Tremper Longman III Westmont College
Nathan MacDonald University of Cambridge

  1.  A Severe Mercy: Sin and Its Remedy in the Old Testament, by Mark J. Boda
  2.  Chosen and Unchosen: Conceptions of Election in the Pentateuch and Jewish-

Christian Interpretation, by Joel N. Lohr
  3.  Genesis and the Moses Story: Israel’s Dual Origins in the Hebrew Bible, 

by Konrad Schmid
  4.  The Land of Canaan and the Destiny of Israel: Theologies of Territory in the 

Hebrew Bible, by David Frankel
  5.  Jacob and the Divine Trickster: A Theology of Deception and Yhwh’s Fidelity to 

the Ancestral Promise in the Jacob Cycle, by John E. Anderson
  6.  Esther: The Outer Narrative and the Hidden Reading, by Jonathan Grossman
  7.  From Fratricide to Forgiveness: The Language and Ethics of Anger in Genesis,  

by Matthew R. Schlimm
  8.  The Rhetoric of Remembrance: An Investigation of the “Fathers” in 

Deuteronomy, by Jerry Hwang
  9.  In the Beginning: Essays on Creation Motifs in the Bible and the Ancient Near 

East, by Bernard F. Batto
10.  Run, David, Run! An Investigation of the Theological Speech Acts of David’s 

Departure and Return (2 Samuel 14–20), by Steven T. Mann
11.  From the Depths of Despair to the Promise of Presence: A Rhetorical Reading of 

the Book of Joel, by Joel Barker
12.  Forming God: Divine Anthropomorphism in the Pentateuch, by Anne 

Katherine Knafl
13.  Standing in the Breach: An Old Testament Theology and Spirituality of 

Intercessory Prayer, by Michael Widmer
14.  What Kind of God? Collected Essays of Terence E. Fretheim, edited by Michael 

J. Chan and Brent A. Strawn
15.  The “Image of God” in the Garden of Eden: The Creation of Humankind in  

Genesis 2:5–3:24 in Light of the mīs pî pīt pî and wpt-r Rituals of 
Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt, by Catherine L. McDowell

16.  The Shape of the Writings, edited by Julius Steinberg and Timothy J. Stone
17.  A Message from the Great King: Reading Malachi in Light of Ancient Persian 

Royal Messenger Texts from the Time of Xerxes, by R. Michael Fox
18.  “See and Read All These Words”: The Concept of the Written in the Book of 

Jeremiah, by Chad L. Eggleston
19.  Identity in Conflict: The Struggle between Esau and Jacob, Edom and Israel,  

by Elie Assis
20.  I, You, and the Word “God”: Finding Meaning in the Song of Songs,  

by Sarah Zhang



I, You, and the Word “God”
Finding Meaning in the  

Song of Songs

 Sarah Zhang

Winona Lake, Indiana 
Eisenbrauns 

2016



© 2016 by Sarah Zhang 
All rights reserved. 

Printed in the United States of America. 
 

www.eisenbrauns.com

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Zhang, Sarah, author.
Title: I, you, and the word God : finding meaning in the Song of Songs / 

Sarah Zhang.
Description: Winona Lake, Indiana : Eisenbrauns, [2016] | Series: Siphrut : 

literature and theology of the Hebrew Scriptures ; volume 20 | Includes 
bibliographical references and indexes.

Identifiers: LCCN 2016027106 (print) | LCCN 2016027813 (ebook) | ISBN 
9781575064758 (hardback : alk. paper) | ISBN 9781575064765 (pdf)

Subjects:  LCSH: Bible. Song of Solomon—Criticism, interpretation, etc.
Classification: LCC BS1485.52 .Z43 2016 (print) | LCC BS1485.52 (ebook) | 

DDC 223/.906—dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016027106

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of the Amer-
ican National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed 
Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48–1984. ♾™


