
The 100th anniversary of the First World War is one 
of those benchmark events in our history need-
ing to be commemorated by new scholarship. We 
would like to thank Peter Enman, John King, and 
John Wright as well as the Board of the University of 
Calgary Press for being receptive to an anthology that 
would focus on Alberta and the First World War. 

The co-editors are grateful that they found each 
other and were able to combine expertise in mili-
tary and twentieth century Canadian history, with 
Alberta’s historical, natural, scientific and tech-
nological heritage. This made the commissioning 
of articles a satisfying and stimulating adventure. 
While we scoped out thematic areas, new authors 
came onboard, and they enriched and expanded 
these themes. All the contributors brought consid-
erable knowledge of primary sources – from local 
to national – that has made this critical period in 
Alberta’s development come to life. Without Library 
and Archives Canada, the Provincial Archives of 
Alberta, Glenbow Archives and local archives, the 
authors could not have provided the insight into the 
mobilization of Alberta, and the impact of the war 
both in the short- and long-term. Resources must be 

found to enable archives to preserve their collections 
and to continue to make more and more of them 
accessible in a digital format.

The authors come from a range of backgrounds 
including academic historians and their masters 
and doctoral students as well as local historians 
undertaking cultural memory and living tradition 
research that focuses on individual and community 
experience and transference from one generation 
to the next. Enormous thanks go to them for their 
commitment, in particular in meeting the tight 
timelines that the project required. A project of 
such scope – the total number of essays grew to a 
hefty 40 – normally takes years to plan and execute. 
The commissioning, research, and writing phases 
spanned 18 months, a challenge everyone met with 
grace and understanding.

We would like to thank Mount Royal University 
for its institutional support. Matthew Wangler, Exe
cutive Director of the Alberta Historical Resources 
Foundation, was extremely supportive of the project, 
while Carina Naranjilla, its Grant Program Coor-
dinator, provided sage advice with respect to grant 
applications. We gratefully acknowledge the financial 
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support of the Government of Alberta’s Lotteries 
Fund, the Alberta Historical Resources Founda-
tion and the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 
Foundation. 

Finally, each of us would like to thank our 
families, Alex, Catherine, Ciaran, and Oliver Davies, 
and William, Sabrina, and Dawson Davies, and 
Deborah, Madelaine, and Jacob Keshen. Their moral 
support and keen interest in our work is a source 
of inspiration.


