
[SECTION BREAK]

The Sociology of Literature



This page intentionally left blank



[SECTION BREAK]

The  
Sociology  

of  
Literature

GISÈLE SAPIRO

Translated by Madeline Bedecarré and Ben Libman

STANFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Stanford, California



[SECTION BREAK]
Stanford University Press
Stanford, California

English translation © 2023 by the Board of Trustees of the Leland 
Stanford Junior University. All rights reserved.

The Sociology of Literature was originally published in French in 2014 
under the title La sociologie de la littérature, © Éditions La Décou-
verte, Paris, 2014.

Preface and translators’ note © 2023 by the Board of Trustees of the 
Leland Stanford Junior University. All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and 
recording, or in any information storage or retrieval system, without 
the prior written permission of Stanford University Press.

Printed in the United States of America on acid-free, archival-quality 
paper

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Sapiro, Gisèle, author. 
Title: The sociology of literature / Gisèle Sapiro ; translated by 

Madeline Bedecarré and Ben Libman. 
Other titles: Sociologie de la littérature. English 
Description: Stanford, California : Stanford University Press, 2023. | 

“Originally published in French in 2014 under the title La sociologie 
de la littérature.” | Includes bibliographical references and index. 

Identifiers: LCCN 2023009017 (print) | LCCN 2023009018 (ebook) | 
ISBN 9781503633179 (cloth) | ISBN 9781503637597 (paperback) | 
ISBN 9781503637603 (ebook) 

Subjects: LCSH: Literature and society. 
Classification: LCC PN51 .S3125 2023 (print) | LCC PN51 (ebook) | 

DDC 306.4/2--dc23/eng/20230607 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023009017
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023009018

Cover design: Jason Anscomb
Typeset by Elliott Beard in Miller Text 10.5/15

https://lccn.loc.gov/2023009017
https://lccn.loc.gov/2023009018


[SECTION BREAK]

To my students



This page intentionally left blank


