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Gratitude is a small word for a big feeling. This book would not have been
possible without the mentorship, friendship, solidarity, and generosity of
many. Like the word “gratitude,” each name that appears in these few pages
is a small unit of proper nouns that represents a profound contribution.

'The genesis of this book lies in my undergraduate years at Wellesley Col-
lege. Many thanks to Rachid Aadnani for letting me into first-year Arabic
by overriding the enrollment cap. Through years of patient Arabic instruc-
tion and seminars in modern North African literature, Rachid has shaped
a cohort of Morocco enthusiasts. Louise Marlow directed the Middle East
Studies program at Wellesley and taught several critical courses in the Reli-
gion Department, giving me a rich background in history and thought in the
region. Anjali Prabhu introduced me to the world of Francophone Maghribi
literature, as well as the wide, rich world of postcolonial critical theory. Anjali
encouraged and challenged me, advising me on an undergraduate senior the-
sis on questions of Muslim and Jewish exile in post-World War II literature
in North Africa. Frances Malino’s course, Jews of Muslim Lands, launched
my interest in Jewish history in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA).
Fran was and remains a paragon of critical scholarship, mentorship, and
friendship. Fran read this manuscript in its entirety during the summer of
2019 and provided critical feedback and encouragement. More than a men-

tor, Fran is family.
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Sarah Abrevaya Stein advised me through the PhD program at UCLA
and continues to provide unparalleled mentorship and support. This book
would not exist without Sarah’s critical eye, uncompromising research rigor,
and narrative structuring brilliance (Sarah suggested the chapter title progres-
sion for this book). Sarah is a model of scholarly achievement and acumen, as
well as generosity. David N. Myers has been a rigorous interlocutor, asking dif-
ficult questions and helping me hone this project into one in conversation with
multiple fields within Jewish history, including modern European Jewish his-
tory and the historiography of Zionism. Susan Gilson Miller, a founding figure
in modern North African history, trained me in Maghribi historiography and
lent her keen expertise to shaping this project since its earliest stages, gener-
ously sharing material relevant to several chapters and reading multiple drafts.
James L. Gelvin trained me in the historiography of the modern Middle East
and pushed me to consider how the history of Moroccan Jewish Communists
relates not only to the modern history of the region and modern Jewish his-
tory but also to the history of other minorities in the modern Middle East;
Jim provided invaluable suggestions and questions from the earliest stages of
the project. In addition to providing guidance on the project from the begin-
ning, Susan Slyomovics introduced me to Jean and Jacques Lévy, as well as
Sion Assidon, for which I am very grateful.

A host of other scholars and mentors deserve a great deal of gratitude.
Aomar Boum has been a friend and mentor since before I began graduate
school, providing support, research advice, archive material, editorial sugges-
tions, and connections. Daniel Schroeter, another founding figure in Moroc-
can Jewish historiography, read many chapter drafts and provided detailed
commentary; he has been incredibly kind and generous with time, resources,
and his intellect. Jessica Maya Marglin is a meticulous scholar who has helped
shape this project from when I met her in Rabat in 2009 and had not yet
started graduate school; she read drafts of this manuscript, providing invalu-
able guidance and insight. Emily Benichou Gottreich read versions of this
project and lent tremendous insight through years of scholarly interactions,
as well as giving me access to documents in her possession. Ethan B. Katz
read a draft manuscript as part of a UCHRI-funded Junior Faculty Manu-
script Workshop at UC Santa Cruz in February 2019 and raised important

questions and suggestions that have brought the work into its current form.
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Lior B. Sternfeld read the manuscript in its entirety just before I submitted
it to Stanford University Press; he not only improved the manuscript quality
with his questions and comments but also provided the last bit of encourage-
ment when it seemed I could no longer read the words on the page. Jonathan
Wyrtzen gave valuable critique—he also suggested the title The Sultan’s Com-
munists at a meeting of the Yale Jewish History Colloquium in fall 2018; I am
grateful to Michael Rom for inviting me and to the attendees, including David
Sorkin and Tsivia Frank. Orit Bashkin, Joel Beinin, David Biale, Constance
Piris de Bollardiere, Lia Brozgal, Michelle U. Campos, Julia Clancy-Smith,
Julia Phillips Cohen, Paris Papamichos Chronakis, Leena Dallasheh, Naomi
Davidson, Omnia El-Shakry, Olivia Harrison, Liora Halperin, Mohammed
Hatimi, Oren Kosansky, Daniel Lee, Pierre-Jean Le Foll Luciani, Elizabeth
Marcus, Devi Mays, Tony Michels, Bryan K. Roby, Aron Rodrigue, Aline
Schlaepfer, Joshua Schreier, Ben Schreier, David Stenner, Nick Underwood,
and Orit Ouaknine Yekutieli all played important roles in shaping this work.
Between undergrad and graduate school, I received a Fulbright grant to
Morocco. It was there that I met Simon Lévy, the Moroccan Jewish Com-
munist who inspired me to write this book. At the time, he was the director
of the Moroccan Jewish Heritage Foundation and Museum in Casablanca.
Lévy’s jokes, conversation, generous lunches, and more launched this project.
Zhor Rehihil, the Jewish Heritage Foundation and Museum’s curator and,
since Simon’s death, its director as well, kindly allowed me to interview her
and mentored me. Mohammed Kenbib, the noted and prolific historian of
the Moroccan Jewish past at Mohammed V University in Rabat, served as a
valuable mentor during the Fulbright year. Jamaa Baida, a scholar of the Mo-
roccan Jewish press and director of the Royal National Archives, provided
many valuable insights in developing this project. Vanessa Paloma introduced
me to the contemporary Jewish community of Casablanca and provided
friendship, event invitations, and pro-tips to studying contemporary Jewish
life in Morocco. Mohamed Dellal helped with research into Vichy-era forced
labor camp sites. James Miller, Saadia Maski, and the whole Fulbright gang
of that year enabled this work: they include Sam Anderson, Kristen John-
son, Kimberly Junmookda, Caitlyn Olson, Stacy Pancratz, Megan Pavlishek,
Lauren Peate, Weston Sager, Kendra Salois, Rod Solaimani, Rebecca Slenes,

Matthew Streib, Anissa Talantikite, Cath Thompson, and Andrew Watrous.
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When I traveled back to Morocco for further research in 2013, Simon
Lévy had passed away, but his sons Jean and Jacques Lévy, as well as Simon’s
wife Incarnation, were unwavering in their generosity in giving me access
to Simon’s personal papers and library and providing interviews. Jean and
Jacques also generously read and provided comments and corrections for this
book. Incarnation, who has since died, hosted me for two months’ worth of
long lunches and stimulating conversation while I worked in Simon’s library.
It is with great sadness that I report that Jean Lévy, too, passed away in the
winter of 2020—Jean had provided me invaluable access to materials and his
own time, in addition to continuing his father’s work restoring Jewish sites
across Morocco. Sion Assidon, André Azoulay, Maurice Serfaty, and Fahd
Yata were generous with their time and stories in agreeing to sit for inter-
views. The leaders of the Parti du progres et du socialisme (PPS) of Morocco,
in particular Nabil Benabdallah, were enthusiastic and helpful in finding
rare items for this project, notably the photo of Léon René Sultan. Raphaél
(Ralph) Benarrosh shared with me original documents from his time in the
Moroccan Communist Party and allowed me to interview him at his home
in Paris. Khalid El Ghali and Myriem Khrouz were generous with their time
and resources at the Royal National Library of Morocco.

At UC Santa Cruz, Nathaniel Deutsch has been the ideal colleague.
Nathaniel read and commented on a full draft of the manuscript and mul-
tiple versions of the introduction; in addition, through our discussions about
framing, he helped sharpen the book’s argument. Nathaniel provided invalu-
able mentorship, support, and collaboration throughout the writing process.
A number of others in the UCSC community provided inestimable support
and critique of the project, as well as much-needed moments of levity; they
include Mark Amengual, Bettina Aptheker, Murray and Sheila Baumgarten,
Dorian Bell, Hunter Bivens, Benjamin Breen, Terry Burke, Vilashini Coo-
pan, Muriam Haleh Davis, Jennifer Derr, Martin Devecka, Lindsey Dillon,
Madeleine Fairbairn, Mayanthi Fernando, Renée Fox, Amy Mihyang Gin-
ther, Camilo Gomez-Rivas, Johanna Isaacson, Kate Jones, Peter Kenez, Peter
Limbrick, Kristian Lopez-Vargas, Nidhi Mahajan, Marc Matera, Samantha
Matherne, Greg O’Malley, Grant McGuire, Sara Niedzwiecki, Roya Pakzad,
Maya Peterson, Jackie Sue Powell, Thomas Serres, Juned Shaikh, Ajay She-

noy, Amanda Smith, Elaine Sullivan, and Bruce Thompson. I am grateful to
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Crystal Smith for her expert notetaking during the UCHRI-funded Junior
Faculty Manuscript Workshop, to the Committee on Research (COR) at
UCSC for research support grants, and to the sponsors of the Neufeld-Levin
Chair in Holocaust Studies, which has supported research and production
of this book. I thank Margo Irvin of Stanford University Press for her par-
ticipation in the manuscript workshop in Santa Cruz in February 2019, her
enthusiasm for the project, and her work toward its completion. I am also
grateful to Cindy Lim and Emily Smith of Stanford University Press for
their time and help in the publication process.

I spent a stimulating sabbatical in the fall of 2018 at the Herbert D. Katz
Center for Advanced Judaic Studies at the University of Pennsylvania as part
of the fellowship cohort, “Jewish Life in Modern Islamic Contexts.” I am
grateful to Professors Samuel Z. Klausner and Roberta G. Sands for sup-
porting this fellowship and to Steven Weitzman for facilitating and conven-
ing the group. In Philadelphia, Lital Levy and Heather Sharkey read my
work, providing helpful feedback and questions. I am grateful to the other
tellows at the center, who gave critical insight on the project and camarade-
rie: Esra Almas, Nancy Berg, Chen Bram, Dina Danon, Yuval Evri, Annie
Greene, Kerstin Hiinefeld, Yoram Meital, Aviad Moreno, Hadar Feldman
Samet, Joseph Sassoon, Alon Tam, Alan Verskin, and Mark Wagner. At dif-
terent stages, my research has been sponsored by the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum Takiff Family Foundation Fellowship, the American
Academy for Jewish Research, the Ralph and Sarah Monkarsh Graduate
Fellowship, a UCLA Center for Jewish Studies (CJS) Bluma Appel Fel-
lowship and a CJS Roter Research Travel Grant, the UCLA International
Institute International Fieldwork Fellowship, a FLAS grant, and the Posen
Society of Fellows.

The following people provided solidarity, editing, research companion-
ship, and encouragement: Ceren Abi, Vanessa Arslanian, Reem Bailony,
Beeta Baghoolizadeh, Jenna and Alex Barron, Michal Bornstein, Aubre
Carreén Aguilar, Michael Casper, Jaya Aninda Chatterjee, Jeremy Epstein,
Vanessa Ferndndez, Chris Gratien, Peter Haderlein, James Heckman, Jonathan
and Darlyn Heckman, Gin Hoftman, Graham Hough-Cornwell, Selah
Johnson, Samantha Keefe, Rachael Lau, Katie Levy, Pauline Lewis, Siob-
han O’Keefe, Idir Ouahes, Emily Peters, Hanna Petro, Caroline Elizabeth
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Robertson, Chris Silver, Eoghan Stafford, Onyx (V.) Starrett, Anoush Suni,
Nefertiti Takla, Caroline Tall, Anna Thieret, Ying Wang, Jess Weyer, Jennifer
Willis, and Murat Yildiz.

David Joshua Epstein was a constant source of support, humor, encour-
agement, editorial acumen, and unconditional love throughout this process.
Although he is a medical doctor, he has become one of the world’s foremost
experts in modern Moroccan Jewish political history and is available to an-
swer any reader questions.

Finally, I dedicate this book to the memory of my mother, Lynne Carol
Pettler Heckman (August 8, 1949—July 8, 2017). She was my first and best
editor, my most constant source of encouragement and support, who died of

cancer before the completion of this work. Her favorite word was “calamity.”



