
Advance Praise for Autocracy 2.0

“As China experiences its DeepSeek AI moment and leads the world in 
electric vehicles and other green technologies, Westerners can no longer be 
smug about their technological primacy. This illuminating book explains 
how authoritarian China accomplished these miracles despite heavy
handed social control and Western sanctions.”

-

—Susan L. Shirk, author of Overreach

“Autocracy 2.0 reshapes the debate on the threat posed by China. It con
vincingly demonstrates that China will innovate and compete successfully 
in the twenty-first century. A sobering must-read for anyone interested in 
American foreign policy and international relations.”

-

—Dan Reiter, author of How Wars End

“A bold and well-argued attack on the thesis that authoritarian regimes 
are technologically stagnant. Lind marshals considerable evidence to show 
how China has moderated its authoritarian viciousness in order to become 
a top innovator in multiple high-tech industries. A must-read for political 
scientists, growth economists, and China-watchers.”
—Mark Zachary Taylor, author of The Politics of Innovation

“A risky line of thought suggests China is doomed to slow down, with 
benign geostrategic implications. Lind argues that resting on democratic 
laurels is not a safe bet. Autocracy 2.0 integrates grand strategy with 
political economy to show how China’s ‘smart authoritarianism’ works.”
—Stephan Haggard, University of California San Diego

“One doesn’t have to agree with the whole book to accept its one big 
insight: China is very smart. Americans underestimate it at their peril. This 
book will open their eyes to the remarkable sophistication of Chinese 
elites. A must-read.”
—Kishore Mahbubani, author of Has China Won?
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