ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Early on in this project I asked Richard Wolin for his opinion on
whether such a book was worthwhile. Besides his encouraging words,
I am grateful to Richard for his precious advice along the way and
for his kindness to host me at the CUNY Graduate Center in New
York as a Fulbright fellow in 2018-2019. I would also like to express
my appreciation to Martin Jay, Olli-Pekka Moisio, Markku Peltonen,
and Georgia Warnke for their invaluable comments on my argu-
ments. Finally, discerning criticisms by two anonymous reviewers
considerably helped me to further clarify and refine the claims ad-
vanced in this book.

The bulk of the book was written in the shadow of the pandemic
while T was an Academy of Finland Postdoctoral Researcher at the
University of Jyvaskyld in 2019-2022. At the Department of Social
Sciences and Philosophy, I am particularly indebted to Olli-Pekka
Moisio for his insight and encouragement. Discussions with students
on critical theory, old and new, count among the most gratifying



viii Acknowledgments

experiences in Jyvaskyld. A warm word of thanks is also due to Seija
Paananen and the late Lea Naumanen for their practical help.

Cesare Cuttica, Heikki Haara, Aino Lahdenranta, and Antti
Lepisto at the University of Helsinki have been constant sources of
intellectual and emotional support. Thanks also to my astute col-
leagues in the General History Seminar, especially Elise Garritzen,
Kaarlo Havu, Markku Kekildinen, Anna Koivusalo, Kari Saas-
tamoinen, Antti Taipale, Laura Tarkka, Tupu Yli-Anttila, and Soile
Ylivuori.

The “European Narratives of Crisis” conference in 2018,
organized by the Centre of Excellence in Law, Identity and the
European Narratives (EuroStorie) in Helsinki, offered me one of the
first occasions to test the central thesis of Adorno’s Gamble. It is
only fitting that I was able to make the final adjustments to it as a
visiting scholar at EuroStorie in 2023. I am grateful for Kaius Tu-
ori for making this visit possible.

I greatly appreciate my outstanding editors at Cornell University
Press. Thanks are due to the Signale series editor Paul Fleming for
seeing potential in my manuscript and to the Signale managing edi-
tor Kizer Walker and the Cornell University Press editor in chief
Mahinder Kingra for guiding me through what was, again, a won-
derfully pleasant publishing process.

Michael Schwarz at the Theodor W. Adorno Archive was of enor-
mous aid in helping me to steer my way through Adorno’s unpub-
lished correspondence. Visiting the Adorno archive and writing this
book in Jyviskyld, Helsinki, and New York were enabled by the
generous funding of the Research Council of Finland (formerly the
Academy of Finland), the Fulbright Finland Foundation, the Finn-
ish Academy of Science and Letters (The Foundations’ Postdoctoral
Pool), the Ella and Georg Ehrnrooth Foundation, and the Emil Aal-
tonen Foundation.

“Chief inspectors” Juha Korhonen and Teemu Holmén have been
as reliable as one can hope one’s best friends to be. I owe thanks
also to the following individuals for their feedback, support, com-
pany, or inspiration at the time when this book was coming together:
Ali Ali, Melike Cakan, Ritva Eskelinen, Senni Eskelinen, Onni
Hirvonen, Merja Holmén, Sanna Huhtonen, Andrea Kohler, Sami



Acknowledgments ix

Lalou, Petteri Norring, Suurin Pamaus, Candela Potente, Kenneth
Quek, Anssi Salminen, Marianne Sandelin, Juha Siltala, Esa Sironen,
Raija Sironen, Pamela Slotte, Joona Taipale, Punakiven Traktor, and
Erkki Vainikkala.

My most heartfelt gratitude goes to my mother, Leena, and my
father, Erkki, as well as my sister Sanna and her family. Hanna, my
love, theories may well be relative, but baking is not.

The archival documents from the Theodor W. Adorno Archive are
used with permission of the © Hamburg Foundation for the Pro-
motion of Science and Culture. An earlier version of chapter 2 and
a section of chapter 3 appeared as “Days of the Cavemen? Adorno,
Spengler, and the Anatomy of Caesarism,” New German Critique
48, no. 2 (2021): 177-204. 1 am thankful to Duke University Press
for permission to republish it here.






