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​Well, what is gambling, I should like to know, but the art of producing in 
a second the changes that Destiny ordinarily effects only in the course of 
many hours or even many years, the art of collecting into a single instant 
the emotions dispersed throughout the slow-moving existence of ordinary 
men, the secret of living a whole lifetime in a few minutes—in a word, the 
genie’s ball of thread?

—Anatole France, quoted in Benjamin, Arcades Project


