
WHEN FOOD BECAME SCARCE





WHEN FOOD 
BECAME SCARCE

HOW CHINESE PEASANTS SURVIVED  
THE GREAT LEAP FORWARD FAMINE

Yixin Chen

CORNELL UNIVERSITY PRESS
Ithaca and London

https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9781501776380/when-food-became-scarce/#bookTabs=1


Copyright © 2024 by Yixin Chen

All rights reserved. Except for brief quotations in 
a review, this book, or parts thereof, must not be 
reproduced in any form without permission in 
writing from the publisher. For information, address 
Cornell University Press, Sage House, 512 East State 
Street, Ithaca, New York 14850. Visit our website at 
cornellpress.cornell.edu.

First published 2024 by Cornell University Press

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Chen, Yixin, 1953– author.
Title: When food became scarce : how Chinese 

peasants survived the Great Leap Forward famine / 
Yixin Chen.

Other titles: How Chinese peasants survived the Great 
Leap Forward famine

Description: Ithaca : Cornell University Press, 2024. | 
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2024003076 (print) | LCCN 
2024003077 (ebook) | ISBN 9781501776380 
(hardcover) | ISBN 9781501776397 (epub) |  
ISBN 9781501776403 (pdf )

Subjects: LCSH: Villages—China—Social conditions— 
20th century. | Peasants—China—History—20th 
century. | Peasant uprisings—China—History—20th 
century. | China—History—Famine, 1958–1962. | 
China—History—Great Leap Forward, 1958–1960

Classification: LCC DS778.6 .C44 2024 (print) |  
LCC DS778.6 (ebook) | DDC 951.05—dc23/eng/ 
20240304

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024003076
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/ 

2024003077

Cover photograph: Qu Lifeng (husband) and Cai 
Shanzhen (wife), village of Laoqu (Old Qu), Dingyuan 
County, Anhui Province, May 27, 2000. Photo by 
author.

https://lccn.loc.gov/2024003076
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024003077
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024003077

