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Finally, I should mention an irritant without which this book would 
not have been conceived. While listening to TV and reading newspapers 
from both here and western Europe, I noticed that news reporter and news 
interpreter referred to what displeased them as “fascist” or “playing with 
fascism.” Most of these references had nothing to do with the historic phe-
nomenon known as fascism and were instead attempts to excite the audi-
ence by linking the speaker’s or the writer’s current peeve to some long-ago 
unpleasantness. This semantic abuse seemed to be so widespread that when 
a friend (who is now, unfortunately, deceased) suggested that I write about 
it, I proceeded to do exactly that. Although I doubt the appearance of this 
book will have any effect in lessening the abuse in question, my reaction to 
the misuse of the term fascism caused me to undertake an ambitious task 
that would not likely have been begun without the stimulant described.




