
COMRADES BETRAYED



A volume in the series

Battlegrounds: Cornell Studies in Military History
Edited by David J. Silbey

Editorial Board: Petra Goedde, Wayne E. Lee, Brian McAllister Linn,  
and Lien-Hang T. Nguyen

A list of  titles in this series is available at cornellpress.cornell.edu.

http://cornellpress.cornell.edu


CORNELL UNIVERSITY PRESS

Ithaca and London

COMRADES BETRAYED

JEWISH WORLD WAR I  
VETERANS UNDER HITLER

By Michael Geheran



Copyright © 2020 by Cornell University

All rights reserved. Except for brief  quotations in a review, 
this book, or parts thereof, must not be reproduced in any 
form without permission in writing from the publisher. For 
information, address Cornell University Press, Sage House, 
512 East State Street, Ithaca, New York 14850. Visit our 
website at cornellpress.cornell.edu.

First published 2020 by Cornell University Press
Printed in the United States of  America

Library of  Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Geheran, Michael, 1971– author.  
Title: Comrades betrayed : Jewish World War I veterans 

under Hitler / by Michael Geheran.  
Description: Ithaca [New York] : Cornell University Press, 

2020. | Series: Battlegrounds : Cornell studies in military 
history | Includes bibliographical references and index. 

Identifiers: LCCN 2020013010 (print) | LCCN 2020013011 
(ebook) | ISBN 9781501751011 (cloth) | ISBN 
9781501751028 (epub) | ISBN 9781501751035 (pdf )  

Subjects: LCSH: World War, 1914–1918—Veterans— 
Germany. | Jewish veterans—Germany—Social  
conditions—20th century. | Antisemitism—Germany—
History—20th century. | World War, 1939–1945— 
Jews—Germany. | Jews, German—History—20th 
century. | Masculinity—Religious aspects—Judaism. 

Classification: LCC D639.V48 G34 2020  (print) | LCC 
D639.V48  (ebook) | DDC 305.892/404308697—dc23 

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020013010
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020013011

Cover photo:  Richard Stern, who was awarded the Iron 
Cross during World War I, in front of his shop in Cologne 
during the Nazi boycott of Jewish businesses on 1 April 
1933. Courtesy of the NS Documentation Center of the 
City of Cologne.

http://cornellpress.cornell.edu


To my parents, John and Christa, in love and gratitude,
and my wife, Anna, for being my partner in every adventure




