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Schilling recorded the acknowledgments that he would have made had his 
book come to fruition. He listed Nancy Huntington, Renata Minerbi, Lisa 
Henderson, and Holly Stabler, and to those names may be added individu-
als with whom he discussed the work as it progressed. These included his 
wife, Jane P. M. Schilling, as well as the interview participant and family 
friend J. Kenneth Mansfield, institute director William T. R. Fox, and Schil-
ling’s fellow academic experts Richard E. Neustadt, Roger Hilsman, Paul Y. 
Hammond, and David B. Truman. Young is thereby indirectly indebted to 
these individuals, and, of course, to all those whom Schilling interviewed.

He is directly indebted to many more. Foremost among them are Warner 
Schilling’s sons, Jonathan and Derick, who agreed to entrust their father’s 
research material to him. As it happened, they did far more than this, acting 
as a continuing conduit of information, as critical reviewers of draft chap-
ters, and as providers of enthusiastic support and encouragement. Jona-
than acted as the principal point of contact with the family and contributed 
his own considerable scholarly knowledge of the issues addressed in this 
book, as well as a perspective on his father’s teaching and writing over 
many years—together with a fastidious regard for language. He plumbed 
his father’s lecture notes and other material to offer many useful insights 
that Young could take up as he judged best. Jonathan Schilling generously 
accepted Young’s decision to take the story in a rather different direction 
from that his father would have chosen, and supported that endeavor with 
items from the Schilling archive. Those inputs were invaluable and ensured 
that the Schilling “voice” would be heard. (And in turn Jonathan and Der-
ick are extremely grateful to Young for his original idea and his subsequent 
efforts in bringing their father’s research and work to full light.) Young of 
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course takes responsibility for the themes, interpretations, and conclusions 
that run through the account that appears in these pages.

Young also thanks King’s College, London, for awarding an undergradu-
ate research fellowship to Jonathan Powley, who helped gather archival 
material during the summer vacation of 2016. Jonathan’s commitment and 
professionalism were beyond his years and much appreciated. Simon Ertz 
at Stanford University gave excellent help with the LeBaron papers. Also 
appreciated is the meticulous help with searching and accessing US archival 
material provided by Thomas M. Culbert, former US Air Force officer, his-
torian, and friend. As ever, historical research owes much to the profession-
alism and kindliness of the archivists. Particular mention should be made 
here of Lynn Gamma at the Air Force Historical Research Agency; Craig 
Wright at the Hoover Presidential Library; Randy Sowell at the Truman 
Presidential Library; Kevin Bailey at the Eisenhower Presidential Library; 
Alicia Kubas, government publications and regional depository librarian at 
the University of Minnesota; and Ginny Kilander at the American Heritage 
Center of the University of Wyoming. Joseph Siracusa, a leading analyst 
of nuclear weapons and international security at the Royal Melbourne In-
stitute of Technology, kindly read the preliminary draft of the manuscript 
and contributed his characteristically perceptive advice. Cornell University 
Press provided insightful comments from an anonymous external reader 
and from one of the press’s own series editors, while Roger Malcolm Hay-
don gave continuous support and encouragement.

In-depth immersion in research can often be a trial to a scholar’s friends, 
who, while not named here, will know who they are and will doubtless be 
glad that the project has concluded. Finally, among all these debts, the un-
wavering love and support of Young’s wife, Ioanna, proved once again to 
be beyond price and is, as ever, the most deeply felt.

London, 2018

Unbeknownst to me until very late in the process of working with Ken on 
this project, he was dealing with cancer during most of this time, and in 
February  2019 he lost his battle with it. I  always knew that this project 
would involve one author who was no longer alive, but it has been hard for 
me to fathom that both of them are gone.

Before his health completely failed him, Ken submitted a final manu-
script, and that, together with a few clarifications and minor additions to 
the text, along with the usual amount of copyediting, is what you read 
here. Ken was forced to prioritize content over citation, so in a number of 
instances sources have been added by Derick Schilling and myself where 
the submitted manuscript was lacking them. Some of these sources may be 
ones that Ken never saw. But in no cases have any changes to the historical 
interpretations in his manuscript been made.
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In this work, special thanks have to go to Derick, whose ability to closely 
read historical writing is unsurpassed. Many of the same people or insti-
tutions that Ken mentioned above, as well as the American Philosophi-
cal Society, have provided help with checking archival sources. Finally, 
thanks go to the editors at Cornell University Press for their patience and 
assistance.

Jonathan L. Schilling
New Jersey, 2019




