PREFACE

WHAT IS THE PRIMARY VALUE PROPOSITION FOR THIS BOOK?

This book endeavors to provide you with relevant information about intermediate
Python 3.x for a variety of topics, such as comprehensions, iterators, generators, regular
expressions, OOP, queues and stacks, and recursion. Each chapter contains an assortment
of code samples that illustrate the topics in the chapter material.

THE TARGET AUDIENCE

This book is intended to reach an international audience of readers with highly diverse
backgrounds in various age groups. While many readers know how to read English, their
native spoken language is not English (which could be their second, third, or even fourth
language). Consequently, this book uses standard English rather than colloquial expres-
sions that might be confusing to those readers. As you know, many people learn by differ-
ent types of imitation, which includes reading, writing, or hearing new material. The book
takes these points into consideration in order to provide a comfortable and meaningful
learning experience for the intended readers.

GETTING THE MOST FROM THIS BOOK

Some programmers learn well from prose, others learn well from sample code (and lots
of it), which means that there’s no single style that can be used for everyone.

Moreover, some programmers want to run the code first, see what it does, and then
return to the code to delve into the details (while others use the opposite approach).

Consequently, there are various types of code samples in this book: some are short,
some are long, and other code samples “build” from earlier code samples.
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WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW FOR THIS BOOK?

Knowledge of other programming languages (such as Java) can also be helpful because
of the exposure to programming concepts and object-oriented programming. Knowledge
of data structures, such as stacks and queues, is also helpful. The less technical knowledge
that you have, the more diligence will be required in order to understand the various topics
that are covered.

If you want to be sure that you can grasp the material in this book, glance through some
of the code samples to get an idea of how much is familiar to you and how much is new for
you.
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