
Preface

This book is a significantly revised and expanded version of my 2017 MIT Ph. D.
thesis. In addition to an expanded introductory chapter, the chapter on the perfect
has been significantly revised and expanded. Chapter 3 of the thesis has been split
into three chapters in this book: one arguing for the existence of tense in ‘finite’
verbs (chapter 2), one arguing that Malayalam has a both a progressive viewpoint
aspectmorpheme and an iterative pluractional progressive viewpoint aspectmor-
pheme (chapter 4) and one exploring the syntax and semantics of the copulas in
Malayalam (chapter 6). The book, as a whole, spends more time thinking about
the cross-linguistic picture and how Malayalam contributes to this picture than
the thesis did.

This work is verymuch the result of time spent withmy friends in Kerala. I am
thankful for their patience with my questions, encouragement, support, laughter
and so much more. I am also thankful for the opportunities I have had to dis-
cuss this work with a number of Malayali linguists who have given me valuable
feedback on both the judgments and the analyses: P. Madhavan and Shijith S.,
K. A. Jayaseelan, Athulya Aravind, Aiswaria G. Shajan, Keerthana Gopinathan,
Gouthaman K. J., Jasmine Maria G., Pooja Paul, Mahesh M., Minu Sara Paul,
Mythili Menon, Yangchen Roy, and S. Revathi.

This work has also greatly benefited from conversations with the following
linguists: Enoch Aboh, Adam Albright, R. Amritavalli, Chris Baron, Isa Bayir-
ili, Rajesh Bhatt, Bronwyn Bjorkman, Miriam Butt, Seth Cable, Noam Chomsky,
Jessica Coon, Veneeta Dayal, Patrick Grosz, Ishani Guha, Heidi Harley, Robert
Henderson, Sabine Iatridou, Despina Ikonomou, Snejana Iovtcheva, Emma
Kuipers, Paul Marty, Shigeru Miyagawa, Sarah Murray, Roumi Pancheva, Pritty
Patel-Grosz, David Pesetsky, Paul Portner, Norvin Richards, Roger Schwarzchild,
Abdul-Razak Sulemana, Peter Svenonius, Sergei Tatevosov, Madhu V., Kai von
Fintel and the participants of Triple A 3, FASAL 6 and 7, the 42nd and 43 All Indian
conferences of Dravidian Linguistics, the EFLU seminar series, FTL at UiO, JNU
seminar series, MIT Ling-lunch and the MIT-ESSL/LaqLab, as well as my students
in LingThink, LIN302 and LIN304, for their comments and feedback on different
parts of this work.

Thanks also to the speakers of languages other than Malayalam who pro-
vided judgments for this book: Mar Bassa Vanrell (Spanish, Catalan), Isa Bayirili
andÖmer Demirok (Turkish), Despina Ikonomou (Greek), Salome Shaverdashvilli
(Georgian), Katyayani Chaubey (Hindi), Snejana Iovtcheva (Bulgarian), and Is-
hani Guha (Bangla).
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I am also grateful to Mala Ghosh for her encouragement and for supporting
my fieldwork with MISTI/MIT-India internships. Additional support for my field-
work was also provided by Ken Hale grants for linguistic fieldwork. For help with
LaTeX, thanks to Christina Lee, TC Chen and Karl Crisman. For help with proof
reading and comments on how tomake theworkmore accessible, thanks to Sarah
Welton-Lair, DeborahHenson, Kristina Swenson andKarl Crisman. Thanks also to
the DeGruyter team formaking the publication process so smooth. Thanks to a re-
viewer for many helpful comments which have improved this book. All remaining
errors are my own.

To all the friends who have supported and encouraged me through writing
this, thanks is insufficient.


