
Preface
The project of compiling a series of comprehensive handbooks covering major fields 
of Japanese linguistics started in 2011, when Masayoshi Shibatani received a com-
mission to edit such volumes as series editor from De Gruyter Mouton. As the plan-
ning progressed, with the volume titles selected and the volume editors assigned, 
the enormity of the task demanded the addition of a series co-editor. Taro Kageyama, 
Director-General of the National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics, was 
invited to join the project as a series co-editor. His participation in the project opened 
the way to make it a joint venture between NINJAL and De Gruyter Mouton. We are 
pleased to present the Handbooks of Japanese Language and Linguistics (HJLL) as the 
first materialization of the agreement of academic cooperation concluded between 
NINJAL and De Gruyter Mouton.

The HJLL Series is composed of twelve volumes, primarily focusing on Japanese 
but including volumes on the Ryukyuan and Ainu languages, which are also spoken 
in Japan, as well as some chapters on Japanese Sign Language in the applied linguis-
tics volume.

 –  Handbook of Japanese Historical Linguistics
 –  Handbook of Japanese Phonetics and Phonology
 –  Handbook of Japanese Lexicon and Word Formation
 –  Handbook of Japanese Syntax
 –  Handbook of Japanese Semantics and Pragmatics
 –  Handbook of Japanese Contrastive Linguistics
 –  Handbook of Japanese Dialects
 –  Handbook of Japanese Sociolinguistics
 –  Handbook of Japanese Psycholinguistics
 –  Handbook of Japanese Applied Linguistics
 –  Handbook of the Ryukyuan Languages
 –  Handbook of the Ainu Language

Surpassing all currently available reference works on Japanese in both scope and 
depth, the HJLL series provides a comprehensive survey of nearly the entire field of 
Japanese linguistics. Each volume includes a balanced selection of articles contrib-
uted by established linguists from Japan as well as from outside Japan and is criti-
cally edited by volume editors who are leading researchers in their individual fields. 
Each article reviews milestone achievements in the field, provides an overview of the 
state of the art, and points to future directions of research. The twelve titles are thus 
expected individually and collectively to contribute not only to the enhancement of 
studies on Japanese on the global level but also to the opening up of new perspectives 
for general linguistic research from both empirical and theoretical standpoints.

The HJLL project has been made possible by the active and substantial partici-
pation of numerous people including the volume editors and authors of individual 
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chapters. We would like to acknowledge with gratitude the generous support, both 
financial and logistic, given to this project by NINJAL. We are also grateful to John 
Haig (retired professor of Japanese linguistics, the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa), 
serving as copy-editor for the series. In the future, more publications are expected to 
ensue from the NINJAL-Mouton academic cooperation.
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