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such as Equal Exchange, the certifier of the rum, Fair Trade USA, has taken a broader
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Hybridity”; Whitmarsh and Roberts, “Nonsecular Medical Anthropology.”
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life chances”? (Jackson, Zhin Description, 275~77).
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Anna Tsing, Andrew Mathews, and Nils Bubandt call “nonsecular cosmologies” into
analyses of the causes and consequences of climate crisis: to refuse to reduce the lived
experience of irreversible ecological and biological change to the universalizing terms
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change is still planetary, so any attempt to “provincialize” the Anthropocene must, as
Tsing, Mathews, and Bubandt put it, “[attend] to specificity without being parochial”
(Tsing, Mathews, and Bubandt, “Patchy Anthropocene,” s191). Elsewhere, the medical
anthropologists Ian Whitmarsh and Elizabeth Roberts have advocated a “nonsecular”
approach that acknowledges the ways in which spirits, gods, demons, and other “irratio-
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of alimited workday; leading an existence that always borders on being obscene, out of
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the tale, not the circumstances of the telling, that makes a story recognizable as belonging
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Nixon (Slow Violence, 13-14) calls “slow violence,” the accretive harm done by extractive
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Zakariya, and Roberts, “Wary Alliance”).

31. Murphy, “Chemical Infrastructures”; Lyons, Vital Decomposition.
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that it helps to create. This is an insight that Jackson (Zhin Description; “Ethnographic
Filmflam”) has also unpacked in his visual documentary work both in Harlem and with
the African Hebrew Israclites of Jerusalem. Jackson draws on Faye Ginsburg’s (“Culture/
Media”) observation that the democratization of digital film and photo technology has
created a “parallax effect;” whereby the visual productions of anthropologists and others
spark collaborative conversation. The methodological difference in my case is that Tam
not a filmmaker and never set out to do anything other than supplement field notes with
photos and videos.

34. Chemicals, as many critical scholars have noted, have become useful devices
for marking time, but since their effects can often be slow, they invite apprehension
of time in unexpected ways (Boudia and Jas, Powerless Science?; Murphy, “Chemical
Infrastructures”).

35. Peters, Marvelous Clouds, 2.

36. Peters, Marvelous Clouds, 11.

37. Plantation agriculture can, in this sense, be considered a form of aerial occupation
(Liand Semedi, Plantation Life). Again, Weizman’s work on the role of aircraft and
chemicals in the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territory is pertinent. In Hollow Land,
he has shown how contemporary military and economic power operates in a three-
dimensional, volumetric manner, and sugarcane production operates in a similar fashion
(see Nading, “Filtration”).

38. Rosenberg, “What Is an Epidemic? 3.

39. As Bishnupriya Ghosh has written, “The epidemic episteme reconfigures life as
form, process, and relation, and, perhaps most crucially, as mediation. . . . To analyze
epidemic media is to grapple with how we capture, manipulate, and sometimes fabricate
life at its most exigent” (Ghosh, Virus Touch, 8).

40. Steingraber, Living Downstream.

41. Wylie, Fractivism; Pulido, “Flint, Environmental Racism”; Brown, Morello-Frosch,
and Zavestoski, Contested Illnesses.

42. Rosenberg, “What Is an Epidemic?” A classic example is Phil Brown’s account of
a cancer cluster in Woburn, Massachusetts (Brown, “Popular Epidemiology and Toxic
Waste”).

43. Moments in toxic narratives like the dog’s death are what Elizabeth Povinelli
(Economies of Abandonment) might call “quasi-events,” or what Sylvia Wynter (“Novel
and History”) might call “adjuncts” to epidemic narratives (see also Shapiro, “Attuning to
the Chemosphere”).

44 Jackson, Thin Description. Importantly, they are also not what Murphy (“Alterlife
and Decolonial Chemical Relations,” 496) calls “body centric damage narratives,” in that
they are less apt to invite sympathy or pity on the part of outside observers (see Tuck,
“Suspending Damage”). Thinness of description, like the kind found in fragmentary
stories and pixelated images, as Benjamin explains, does not speak to “an analytic failure,
but an acceptance of fragility” (Benjamin, Race after Technology, 46).
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45. The notion that “science” (seen here as the search for causal drivers) operates in a
frame called “context” is worth contesting. For example, ecosocial epidemiologists have
long argued that context is far from an external frame. As Nancy Krieger and George
Davey Smith put it, “People literally embody, biologically, their societal and ecological
context” (Krieger and Davey Smith, “Tale Wagged by the DAG,” 1802).

46. I take this rendering of the relationship between figure and ground from Fortun
(“Figuring Out Ethnography”), who suggests that anthropology is partly distinguished
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me (Nading, Mosquito Trails). As Susan Erikson (“Cell Phones # Self”) has noted,
much of the promise of digital media has been located in its potential as a source of “big
data” about individual users. The problem with the expectation that cell phone data, for
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48. White, Speaking with Vampires, 8.
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56. Wynter, “Novel and History.” For Wynter, what is problematic about these domi-
nant narratives is that enslaved persons may not be portrayed as “characters” at all. Such
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57. Thomas, “Time and the Otherwise,” 188.

58. Stacey Langwick has found a similar role for toxicity in contemporary Tanzania,
where toxicity is both “a condition of modern life and the substance of ethical engage-
ment” (Langwick, “Politics of Habitability,” 420).

59. See, for example, Shapiro, “Attuning to the Chemosphere.”

60. Shapiro, Zakariya, and Roberts, “Wary Alliance,” 587-88.
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“humanitarian goods” (see Collier et al.,, “Preface”).
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CHAPTER 5. WORKING CONDITIONS

Portions of this chapter were published in Nading, “Disposability, Social Security, and
the Facts of Work in Nicaragua’s Sugarcane Zone.”

1. Fisher and Nading, “End of the Cooperative Model.”

2. As Gould explains, Nicaraguans in the sugarcane zone sometimes identify as Indig-
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