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This book joins many an ongoing quest for queerer and kinder futures in 
Pakistan. How might we, who live under conditions of straightness, take 
desire as a critical mode of belonging and queer worldmaking? What shapes 
might a conversation on queerness take in present-day Pakistan? How 
might we act today so as to refuse the occlusion of queers in the nation’s 
pasts and futures? It was with such ambition and similar questions that 
I convened a panel of presentations at the 26th European Conference of 
South Asian Studies in Paris in July 2018, titled “Pakistan Desires: Queer 
Futurities of the Urban.” While the panel was a success and much fun was 
had, the importance of gathering in Pakistan was all the more sharply 
felt. Breaking path in March 2019, a three-day conference was held at the 
Gurmani School of Humanities and Social Sciences, lums University in 
Lahore: “Queer Futures: Politics/Aesthetics/Sexualities.” The incredible 
Nida Kirmani hosted and helped co-organize the conference—in many 
ways, a first for Pakistan—and Anjali Arondekar delivered the keynote 
address. While both these events have served as springboards for this 
book project, the idea and endeavor of Pakistan Desires is also one that 
has slowly nurtured in the company of friends, many a time, informal 
mehfils (Urdu for gathering, assembly, forum, party), which became sites 
of cothinking and desiring together: Asad Alvi, Marvi Mazhar, Jeff Roy, 
Pavithra Prasad, Rumya Putcha, Max Schnepf, and especially Kamran 
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Asdar Ali, Nida Kirmani, and Anjali Arondekar—to these friends and al-
lies, a big and heartfelt thank you!

My gratitude in no less measure goes to Elizabeth Ault, our editor at 
Duke University Press. This project has benefited from her editorial vision 
and incredible cothinking from its inception, not least her unwavering 
support and company throughout. I also wish to thank Benjamin Kossack 
and Bird Williams at the press for shepherding this volume through the 
production process with great care. Equally remarkable is the love and 
support this work has received from its three anonymous readers across 
its various stages and iterations. I remain particularly grateful for their in-
sightful recommendations and their continued faith; this volume is richer 
for their interlocution. I would also like to acknowledge the support I have 
received from colleagues at crc 1171 Affective Societies at Freie Univer-
sität, Berlin. My greatest debt, however, is to the sixteen contributors of 
this book: scholars, artists, writers who agreed to come on board when all 
I had to offer was an idea; who believed in the endeavor of thinking queer 
across and beyond disciplines and in and from Pakistan; and who devoted 
their labors toward turning this dream into a book. Without these incred-
ible companions and their thought-provoking contributions, Pakistan 
Desires would simply not be. I also wish to wholeheartedly acknowledge 
the synergies and contributions at the two aforementioned conferences as 
well as friends and allies who do not feature in the book, but have none-
theless inspired and supported this project along the way. In particular, 
I would like to thank Sara Suhail, Fazal Rizvi, Priya Sen, Bani Abidi, Ali 
Raza, Hajra Haider Karrar, Faris A. Khan, Kareem Khubchandani, Aimen 
Majeedullah, Mohsin Shafi, Maha Malik, and the late Madiha Aijaz. All 
this to say that above and beyond a collection in print, Pakistan Desires 
is a party of a book: a gathering in affectionate companies, a joint labor 
of love, a shared pursuit of kinder futures, a desirous worlding by way of 
queer cothinking. Welcome to our mehfil!


